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The Severance of Diplomatic Relations 

 

The presence of diplomatic ties suggests that, even if there are contradictions, 

there is a hope to find compromise solutions on various issues but the 

emergence of insoluble problems between states can lead to the disruption of 

diplomatic relations. 

Severance of diplomatic relations means what? 

Severance of diplomatic relations” means their termination, which 

effectively. Ends all direct official communications between the two 

governments . 

Severance of diplomatic relations under the Vienna convention 

According to the Vienna Convention, the breaking of diplomatic relations 

between countries is the official announcement by one of the partner countries 

about the termination of the dialogue . 

At the same time, it is necessary to export representatives and ambassadors, 

members of their families to their homeland. 

 Also, all property of embassies is transported and premises are vacated. 

 At the same time, an intermediary state can protect the interests of citizens of a 

country that is severing relations. 

All these actions must be documented. The gap is necessarily announced 

publicly, so that all countries and people know about the new state of affairs. At 

the same time, the state can finally or temporarily withdraw its ambassadors, 

before resolving any situation. 

 

 

 

 

The most frequent reasons for the severance of diplomatic relations 
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• Reasons for Severing Diplomatic Relations: 

• Serious Political Disputes: When there are fundamental disagreements 

or conflicts over political ideologies, territorial disputes, or human rights 

issues, countries may resort to severing diplomatic relations as a way to 

express strong disapproval and exert pressure. 

• Acts of Aggression: In response to acts of aggression, such as military 

invasions or attacks on diplomatic personnel, countries may sever 

diplomatic relations as a form of retaliation and to signal their 

condemnation of such actions. 

• Economic Sanctions: As a means of economic pressure, countries may 

sever diplomatic relations to impose economic sanctions, restrict trade, 

and limit financial transactions with the targeted country. 

• Human Rights Violations: Severe and systematic human rights 

violations can lead to the severing of diplomatic relations as a way to 

express disapproval and hold the offending country accountable for its 

actions. 

For example, the dispute around Lake Constance between Germany, 

Austria, and Switzerland and, there are conflicts that escalate into military 

operations, for example, Azerbaijan and Armenia, Lebanon, and Syria. 

Wars can periodically fade, but conflicts remain unresolved. Also, the 

cause of recall of diplomats may be some unwanted behavior of another 

country. For example, the US recalls its ambassadors, trying to exert 

pressure on the policies of different states (Cuba, Iran).  

Why do countries need a break in diplomatic relations? 

Most often it is used as a mechanism of pressure on the country-opponent. 

The recall of ambassadors usually causes a wide world public 

condemnation; public organizations begin to interfere in the conflict, trying 

to remove it. 

All this has a strong psychological impact on the country, from the 

territory of which the embassies are evacuated. An important function of 

this diplomatic action is the creation of a resonance. Increasingly, the 
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attention of peacekeeping organizations can lead to a search for a solution 

to the problem situation . 

Any break in diplomatic relations is a demonstration of attitudes and 

intentions. Often, after this, other serious, unfriendly actions follow. Thus, 

this diplomatic step is like a last warning. 

 

What is the threat of a break in diplomatic relations? 

• Consequences of Severing Diplomatic Relations: 

• Communication Breakdown: The absence of diplomatic channels can 

hinder communication and cooperation between the two countries, 

making it difficult to resolve disputes or address issues of mutual interest. 

• Economic Impact: Severing diplomatic relations can have negative 

economic consequences, including reduced trade, disrupted supply 

chains, and potential loss of foreign investment. 

• Political Isolation: The country that severs diplomatic relations may face 

international isolation and criticism from other countries, potentially 

damaging its reputation and influence on the global stage. 

• Increased Tensions: The severing of diplomatic relations can escalate 

tensions between the two countries, increasing the risk of further conflicts 

or even military confrontations. 

• It's important to note that severing diplomatic relations is a serious 

decision with significant consequences, and it is often used as a last 

resort when other diplomatic efforts have failed. 

For example, the US in the conflict with Cuba after the severance of 

relations declared an embargo designed to inflict enormous economic 

damage on the country in order to break it. 


