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Abstract
In the current research effort, 
the aim was to find out the impact of literary devices use by college students in creative writing. More than 60 participants were enrolled. Quantitatively, it was found that creative writing skills can be boosted especially through the use of literary devices that are crucial for improving students' performances in writing. The respondent took the creative writing course and signed up for two exams. Their performance on the first exam indicated that they were not very adept at handling literary devices in their writing. However, as the results of the posttest demonstrate, their performances were judged to be excellent and improved as a result of attending a course that focused on using enough imagination and literary strategies in creative writing. The study's findings came to the final conclusion that employing
 literary device techniques with diverse sorts and purposes maximizes
 students' capacity for short story and allegory writings.
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1. Introduction

The phrase "creative writing" conjures up two similar ideas that were put forth and steadfastly upheld by two schools of thought. The first sees it as a phenomenon that inspires poetry, fiction, and occasionally drama as well. The second school, in contrast, views creative writing as being extremely imaginative and includes any unique idea in terms of form, event, structure, characters, organization, etc. Several debates, misconceptions, and disputes that follow these fundamental ideas eventually result in a very murky and tainted understanding of the idea. Creative writing has lost its actual character and positive effects on students and teachers as a result of this erroneous perception (Zaki & Kazmi, 2009, 3). 

You
 might assume that it would be simple to define nonfiction. The implication of nonfiction is that you are writing from actual events and are not fabricating any details, embellishing, embroidering, or lying in any way. It is generally accepted that creative nonfiction is nonfiction that has been written utilizing fictional techniques, such as dialogue, narrative, imagery, and other aspects that are used to elicit a certain emotional response. In fact, a lot of creative nonfiction has a story-like quality (La Plante, 2007, 26). 

Simply said, creative writing is any writing that use language in inventive and daring ways (Rozakis, 1997). Further, writing that reflects the author's thoughts and feelings in a creative, frequently original, and poetic manner is referred to as creative writing. Instead of being constrained by the expository writing's stringent requirements for accuracy and logical progression, this form of writing is more driven by the author's need to express thoughts and ideas (Lukiv, 2006). The first school of thought used this term to identify poetry, novels, and short tales as typical examples of creative writing because they dealt with imaginative and daring language ideas. This frame of view restricted creative writing to literary situations exclusively and the pursuit of those with literary characteristics. Additionally, it was an understatement to say that the utility and breadth of creative writing were severely constrained because ordinary people and other contexts found no express value in engaging in this activity. As an alternative to this, another viewpoint developed that saw 
creative writing as a component of real world (academic and professional) writings since the bold and imaginative use of language was found in various writings in this field, such as students' and newspaper articles and essays, biographies of people, and so on. Thus, creative writing was discovered to be the foundation of not only the writings of literary individuals but also of academic students and professionals in the workplace (Zaki & Kazmi, 2009, 4).

According to Ellis (2021) a literary work may use both detailed and precise handling of words that are only used once, as well as generic parts that recur frequently. A literary device is really anything that can transform uninteresting or bland writing into sumptuous, captivating prose. For instance, allegories are stories that, in order to convey a deeper meaning, totally depict something else, such as an important historical event or an influential ideology. The stories are frequently completely made up and only tangentially related to their sources, but occasionally specific characters stand in for actual historical figures.

In addition, Literary Terms (2016) established that any method utilized by a writer in literature to further his or her goals is referred to as a literary device. 
These tools are frequently employed for aesthetic reasons, i.e., to enhance the beauty of the item. However, because it's such a broad term, it isn't strictly defined in this way. Since the creation of narrative, mankind has been perfecting the art of literature and have 
developed a seemingly endless variety of literary methods. For the purpose of convenience, we can categorize literary devices according to scale namely, Word Level: Numerous literary strategies 
have an impact on certain words or brief phrases. A metaphor, for instance, is when one term is used to represent another. Thus, the phrase "The sun was a golden diamond" would be a word-level literary device and a metaphor. Secondly, Sentence Level: "I enjoyed the show, but I preferred the intermission" is a nice illustration of this parallelism. Given that the two underlined sentences 
share the same grammatical structure, the entire sentence exhibits parallelism. Lastly, whether it be
 a poem, novel, or work of creative nonfiction, these strategies are used across the entire structure of the text. A good example of a structural literary technique is character development, when a character starts out as one kind of person but changes significantly by the conclusion of the novel as a result of what she learns and experiences. This technique is used across the entire narrative as opposed to just one phrase or sentence.

Furthermore, a story within a story is known as an allegory. It has a "surface story" and a secretly revealed second story. For instance, the covert narrative might be about two neighbors throwing rocks at each other's houses, but the overt narrative might be about international conflict. While some allegories (such as the rock-throwing example) may be more overt, others can be far more subtly expressed. The concealed tale of most allegories typically has to do with politics, religion, or morality—complex topics that are challenging to comprehend directly. Since allegories are simpler to understand (and more enjoyable to read) than complex philosophical arguments, many authors find it easier to think through these concerns this way (Literary Terms, 2016). 

With reference to Nurhayati (2020, 1-3), since it has been established as a component of the curriculum in higher education, creative writing is nothing new. The majority of institutions in nations including the UK, Australia, Ireland, Canada, Korea, Mexico, Spain, Norway, and the Philippines also set up this degree as one of the options for students to choose from. Additionally, as part of their English studies, high school pupils in the US and the UK frequently have the opportunity to write creatively. But the introduction of creative writing in US schools is hardly new. Some four-year institutions didn't even have noteworthy creative writing programs until 1965 when some of them acquired citizen authors. A majority of authors kept their original work, just as they frequently did when working as cab drivers and woodworkers, columnists, GPOs, librarians, assurance administrators, and general practitioners, among other occupations, even though it had been more common for authors to accept college lecturing positions. Visionary artists and musicians rapidly found a home in the academic environment.

 However, authors were still viewed skeptically. Writing was a skill that was anticipated to improve with exposure to literature. Beginner writers can travel to Paris or the beach, buy cigars and skullcaps, join in at coffee shops, and wish for the best if they require tutors.

To add more, alumni of the Iowa Workshop repeatedly organized their own writing courses at different universities and created their own former students, who then organized new courses. In the UK, academic creative writing also began to gain popularity. The University of Lancaster began offered an MA in creative writing in 1969. Experienced authors found methods to teach high school students, participate in state-run writers-in-the-schools' initiatives, and hold brief, focused seminars and conversations in the sunshine despite the fact that the US student workplace was inexorably tied. According to Beck 2005 (cited in Nurhayati 2020, 4), 
creative writing became the fastest-growing and most well-known field in higher education in the UK, with nearly all colleges and universities offering graduate- and undergraduate-level creative writing programs.

In Kurdistan region, particularly in Salahadin University-Erbil/College of education -Department of English creative writing has been initiated and enrolled students take two intensive courses throughout the whole academic year in their fourth stage.  In this course, students learn history of creative writing, types, techniques, and render many practical sessions. To further benefit students in the aforementioned course, this research aims at applying literary devices as a strategy to establish creativity in writings of student who have joined the courses already. 

2. Research methodology

In this research paper, university students in creative writing course studying English language in their fourth stage were assigned to participate in two tests, namely pre and posttest. The course started in September, and ended in January. The respondents were enrolled in pre-test where they wrote a 
piece of text using allegory. Then, in the post test they wrote another one. Before the posttest students were given necessary input and knowledge chiefly concerned with creative writing in general and literary devices use in particular. 

3. Data collection and analysis

The current research applied a quantitative measurement 
to explore the effects of creative writing course on students' abilities writing texts in allegory and other literary devices. After conducting pre and posttests, respondents' answers were scrutinized using creative writing rubric (see appendix A) established by Mozaffari (2013). The checklist is comprised of a 4-point Likert scale ranging from 1=poor, 2=fair, 3=good to 4=excellent. The criteria show image, characterization, voice, and story to highlight the overall students' writings in terms of literary device use namely allegory.  Later, SPSS program was used to analyze the data and uncover the effect of creative writing course on respondents' performance in writing short story as allegory, and exhibit the statistical measurement. 

4. Results and discussion 

The results in the current research manifests that college students' in English department studying EFL have successfully and significantly performed in the posttest. That is, in the posttest they did better than in the pretest. Table (1) shows the mean and standard deviation with mean score for the pretest (M=8.7969) and (SD=2.5334), while in the posttest the mean score got significantly higher and increased 
as showed (M=11.8906) and (SD=2.0863).  

	Table (1) Mean score pre & post tests

Descriptive Statistics

	
	N
	Minimum
	Maximum
	Mean
	Std. Deviation

	Pre
	64
	1.00
	13.00
	8.7969
	2.53346

	Post
	64
	8.00
	16.00
	11.8906
	2.08637

	Valid N (listwise)
	64
	
	
	
	


This indicates that the role of using and applying techniques of creative writing by students while writing in the post-test endeavor have been significantly helpful and has led to boosting respondents' competencies in establishing 
creativity in their writings. This finding is in line with a previous study namely, Tok and Kandemir (2015) who looked at how creative writing exercises affected students' performance in writing skills, writing disposition, and attitudes about English in the 7th grade. In the study, pre- and post-tests were used. The results demonstrate that although the students' attitudes toward English remained unchanged, their writing abilities and attitudes toward writing both improved following the intervention. Finally, it demonstrates that creative writing exercises in 7th grade English language classes in elementary school have a favorable impact on creative writing achievement and writing disposition. Their goals were in line with the current study's goal of increasing students' proficiency in creative writing.

Similarly, Mohammed (2019) looked on the effectiveness of using creative writing multi-tasks to improve the creative writing skills of level 4 female English major students. The research was carried out for 12 weeks during the 2018–2019 academic year at Majmaah University in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's Zulfi College of Education (KSA). The development of female EFL students' creative writing abilities in both fiction and nonfiction essays was greatly aided by creative writing multitasks.

In parallel to this, the studies by Healey (2019), Tok and Kandemir (2014), Nino and Paez (2018), Akther (2014), and Murugiah (2013) demonstrate that creative writing can be effective, but that this effectiveness depends on how one arranges their creative writing classes. For instance, Healey (2019) demonstrated how introducing students to creative writing through this form of constrained writing, classroom writing, and the writing community inhibits their language development. Tok and Kandemir (2014) demonstrated similar findings, demonstrating that an effective way to creative writing is employing writing exercises as students honed their writing skills. According to Murugiah (2013), the majority of students thought the creative writing module improved their writing skills.

Regarding Pawliczak (2015), who conducted a survey analysis, she found that creative writing exercises are actually the best technique to help students develop their writing abilities. According to students' opinions, vocabulary, grammar, inventiveness (imagination), and even self-esteem are the key areas where creative writing assignments have a good impact. All things considered, it is clear that the finest method for enhancing students' writing abilities is through creative writing. Writing creatively allows you to expand your thinking and see the world in new ways, as one of her pupils put it.

By the same token, Tok and Kandemir (2015) looked at how creative writing exercises affect students' writing abilities, dispositions, and attitudes toward English in the seventh grade. The study was carried out over the course of four weeks during the academic year 2012–2013 in a primary school located in the heart of Denizli, Turkey. When pre-test and post-test scores were examined, it was discovered that the experiment raised students' achievement in writing skill. In comparison to before the experiment, students' writing disposition was also improved. The trial did not, however, change the pupils' attitudes toward the English class. The use of creative writing exercises in 7th grade English language classrooms in elementary schools appears to have a favorable impact on writing achievement and temperament.

Arif (2010) conducted an action research to enhance creative writing instruction using short stories. The results of this study showed that stories may be employed in a variety of teaching styles and have a profound impact on pupils. Similarly, in order to reinforce students' mastery of the English language's syntax and vocabulary and to foster their creative writing abilities, Kirkgoz (2012) looked into how short stories could be incorporated into an English language program. According to the study's findings, using short tales helped students learn grammar and vocabulary in an effective and relevant way while also encouraging them to be more imaginative and creative in their writing, which helped to liberate them from the monotonous classroom routines. Nevertheless, Ibrahim (2016) created a curriculum based on science fiction tales to help students in the first year of the preparatory stage strengthen their creative writing abilities. The study's findings provided proof of the planned program's efficacy in helping first-year preparatory students strengthen their creative writing abilities through the use of science fiction stories.

In light of the findings by Qoura and Hadidy (2018), the purpose of their study was to ascertain how a short story-based curriculum for EFL secondary school students affected their ability to write creatively. Two instruments were developed to meet the study's objectives: a pre-post creative writing test and a creative writing questionnaire to identify the most crucial creative writing skills for first-year secondary school students. They were separated into two groups: the experimental group and the control group. they determined that their study provided proof of the value of short tales in helping first-year secondary school students enhance their creative writing abilities (fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration). Additionally, all students find using short stories in the classroom to be quite pleasant.

Most recently, Pokhrel (2023) conducted a study to highlight the scenario of enhancing one's creative writing abilities in an actual EFL setting. Since writing creatively is a crucial talent to have, this study was intended to increase students' creative writing abilities in the EFL classroom using intervention action plans. With the aid of various activities created as an action plan, students were involved in writing tasks, and the data were gathered from the observations. Action learning theory served as the research's guiding principle. The conduct of students was observed as they engaged in creative writing exercises. Findings of the aforementioned study established the rendering of the effectiveness of using creative writing skills in EFL class. The use of different activities and their details are the portrayals of the classroom realm which demonstrated the possibility of creative writing as an effective tool to enhance the writing skills of students.

5. Conclusions

In this present research project, it has been discovered that creative writing techniques namely using literary devices play a vital role in enhancing language-studying students participated in aforementioned course and enrolled in two tests. In the first test, their scores showed a low level of their ability to handle the literary devices in their writings. However, as the results in the posttest show, their performances approved to be high and got increased after taking a course concerned with sufficient input of creativity, literary devices in creative writing. Finally, the research concluded that applying techniques of using literary devices with distinct types, and purposes results in maximizing students' ability and vision to write short story in the form of allegory. 

6. References  

Arif, T. (2010). Improving my teaching of creative writing skills by using short stories with students of secondary class in a private school (Unpublished master's dissertation). Aga Khan University, Karachi, Pakistan. Available at http://ecommons.aku.edu/thesesdissertations /348/ (Accessed: 22 Jnauary 2023).   

Akhter, N. (2014). The effectiveness of creative writing in language learning: A comparative study between Bangla medium and English medium elementary level. BRAC University, Bangladesh. Available at http://dspace.bracu.ac.bd/xmlui/handle/10361/3326 (Accessed: 20-1-2023). 

Ellis, M. (2021). 28 Common Literary Devices to Know. Available at https://www.grammarly.com/blog/literarydevices/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6fTy5qLo_AIV2ZrVCh1d0wlOEAAYASAAEgITFvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds. (Accessed: 2 January 2023).

Ibrahim, M. (2016). The Effectiveness of Science Fiction Stories Based Program in Developing the First Year Preparatory Stage Pupils Creative Expressive Writing Skills (published master's thesis). Faculty of Education, Mansoura University.

Kirkgoz, Y. (2012). Incorporating Short Stories in English Language Classes. Novitas-ROYAL (Research on Youth and Language), 6 (2), 110-125.

“Literary Terms.”. (2015) Literary Terms. Available at https://literaryterms.net/. (Accessed: 8 December 2023).

LaPlante
, Alice. (2007) The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing. 1st ed. New York: W.W. Norton.

Lukiv, D. (2006). What Is Creative Writing and What Is a Creative Writer? Direction for Creative Writing Teachers- A Hermeneutic phenomenological perspective. Available at http://www.unco.edu/ae-extra/2007/3/Lukiv%20EBook.htm. (Accessed: 12 January 2023). 

Mozaffari, Hamideh. (2013) An Analytical Rubric for Assessing Creativity in Creative Writing. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, Vol. 3, No. 12, pp. 2214-2219, ACADEMY PUBLISHER Manufactured in Finland. doi:10.4304/tpls.3.12.2214-2219, (Accessed: 23 November 2023). 

Mohammed, F. A. E. (2019). Creative Writing from Theory to Practice: Multi-Tasks for Developing Majmaah University Students' Creative Writing Competence. Arab World English Journal, 10 (3) 233-249. DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.24093/awej/vol10no3.16. (Accessed: 29 December 2023).

Murugiah, M. R. (2013). Improving the 5th formers’ continuous writing skills through the creative writing module. Advances in Language and Literary Studies, 4(2), 7–12. Available at https://doi.org:/10.7575/aiac.alls.v.4n.2p.7, (Accessed: 12 January 2023). 

Nurhayati, D., A., Wahyu. (2020) Creative Writing. Perum. BMW Madani Kavling 16, Tulungagung. Hak cipta dilindungi undang-undang. 

Niño, F. L., & Páez, M. E. V. (2018). Building writing skills in English in fifth graders: Analysis of strategies asbed on literature and creativity. English Language Teaching, 11(9), 102–117. Available at https://proxy.mau.se/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&d b=eric&AN=EJ1188571&site=ehost-live&scope=site, (Accessed: 24 January 2023).

Pawliczak, J. (2015). Creative Writing as a Best Way to Improve Writing Skills of Students. Article in English Teaching. DOI: 10.17265/1539-8072/2015.05.004, (Accessed: 15 January 2023). 

Pokhrel, V. (2023). Developing creative writing skills in efl students: An action research. The Universal Academic Research Journal,5(1),1-10. 

Qoura, A. A. and Hadidy, M. E. (2018).  Developing Creative Writing Skills through a Short Story-Based Program. Journal of Research in Curriculum, Instruction and Educational Technology (JRCIET) Vol. 4, No. 4. 

Rozakis, Laurie E. (1997) The Complete IDIOT ’S Guide to Creative Writing. Indianapolis: Alpha Books.

Tok, S., & Kandemir, A. (2015). Examining the Effects of Creative Writing Activities on Students’achievement in Writing, Writing Dispositions, and Attitude to English. Procedia – Social and Behavioral Sciences, 174, 1635–1642. DOI: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.01.815. 

Zaki, Sajida, and Kazmi, H. Hussain. (2009). Underlying Features and Principles of Creative Writing for Teaching and Learning.  Paradigms: A Research Journal of Commerce, Economics and Social Sciences. Vol. 3 No. 1, pp. 61-71. DOI: 10.24312/paradigms030104, (Accessed: 25 January 2023).

Appendix A

  
Creative Writing Rubric

	Criteria 
	4. Excellent 
	3. Good 
	2. Fair 
	1. Poor

	Image
	Maximal use of significant
details (there is no or just 1 abstraction, generalization
and judgment)
	Several use of significant
details (they are
significantly more than abstractions,
generalizations and
judgments)
	Minimal use of
significant details (they are significantly less than abstractions,
generalizations and
judgments)
	No use of significant
details (sole use of
abstractions,
generalizations and
judgments)

	Characterization
	Maximal use of characters'
physical appearance, action,
thought, symbol, etc. to reveal characters (complete
indirect characterization)
	Several use of characters'
physical appearance,
action, thought, symbol,
etc. to reveal characters
	Minimal use of
characters' physical
appearance, action,
thought, symbol, etc. to
reveal characters

	No use of characters'
physical appearance,
action, thought,
symbol, etc. to
reveal characters
(complete direct
characterization)

	Voice
	Maximal use of images to make the voice appealing
	Several use of images to make the voice
appealing
	Minimal use of images to make the voice
appealing

	No use of images to
make the voice
appealing

	Story 
	The use of narrative to convey purpose.
	-
	-
	No use of narrative
to convey purpose
( purpose is
conveyed through
formal statement)


بەکارهێنانی تەکنیکەکان لە نووسینی داهێنەرانە لەلایەن قوتابيانی زمانی ئینگلیزی وەک زمانێکی بیانی
ا
پوختە
ئامانجی پڕۆژەی توێژینەوەی ئێستا ئەوە بوو کە دیاریکردنی چۆنیەتی بەکارهێنانی ئامێرە ئەدەبییەکانی خوێندکارانی کۆلێژ کاریگەری لەسەر نووسینی داهێنەرانەیان هەبووە. زیاتر لە ٦٠ کەس ناویان تۆمار کردبوو. شیکارییەکی چەندایەتی دەرکەوت کە ئامێرە ئەدەبییەکان کە پێویستن بۆ بەرزکردنەوەی ئاستی نووسینی خوێندکاران، دەتوانن یارمەتیدەر بن بۆ باشترکردنی تواناکانی نووسینی داهێنەرانە. وەڵامدەرەوە ناوی خۆی لە دوو تاقیکردنەوەدا تۆمار کردووە و خولی نووسینی داهێنەرانەی وەرگرتووە. ئاستیان لە تاقیکردنەوەی یەکەمدا دەریخست کە توانای نووسینیان زۆر نەبووە کاتێک باس لە بەکارهێنانی ئامێرە ئەدەبییەکان دەکرێت. بەڵام وەک لە ئەنجامی دوای تاقیکردنەوەکاندا دەرکەوتووە، هەڵسەنگێندرا کە ئاستێکی نایاب و باشتریان هەبووە لە ئەنجامی وەرگرتنی خولێک کە جەختی لەسەر بەکارهێنانی خەیاڵی گونجاو و تەکنیکە ئەدەبییەکان لە نووسینی داهێنەرانەدا کردووەتەوە. بەپێی دەرئەنجامەکانی توێژینەوەکە، توانای خوێندکار بۆ نووسینی کورتە چیرۆک و تەمثیل زۆرترین دەبێت کاتێک تەکنیکەکانی ئامێری ئەدەبی بۆ جۆر و مەبەستی جۆراوجۆر بەکاردەهێنرێن.
وشەی سەرەکی: نووسینی داهێنەرانە، ئامێری ئەدەبی، ئاماژەیي، خوێندکارانی EFL
تطبيق تقنيات الكتابة الإبداعية من قبل طلاب اللغة الإنجليزية كلغة أجنبية
نبذة مختصرة
كان الغرض من مشروع البحث الحالي هو تحديد كيفية تأثير استخدام طلاب الجامعات للأجهزة الأدبية على كتاباتهم الإبداعية. كان هناك أكثر من 60 شخصًا تم تسجيلهم. كشف التحليل الكمي أن الأجهزة الأدبية ، الضرورية لتعزيز أداء الطلاب الكتابي ، يمكن أن تساعد في تحسين مهارات الكتابة الإبداعية. سجل المبحوث اختبارين وأخذ دورة الكتابة الإبداعية. أظهر أداؤهم في الاختبار الأول أنهم يفتقرون إلى الكثير من مهارة الكتابة عندما يتعلق الأمر باستخدام الأدوات الأدبية. ومع ذلك ، كما يتضح من نتائج ما بعد الاختبار ، تم تقييم أداءهم بشكل ممتاز وأفضل نتيجة لأخذ دورة ركزت على استخدام الخيال الكافي والأساليب الأدبية في الكتابة الإبداعية. وفقًا لنتائج الدراسة ، يتم تعظيم قدرة الطلاب على كتابة القصص القصيرة والرموز عند استخدام تقنيات الأجهزة الأدبية لمجموعة متنوعة من الأنواع والأغراض.
الكلمات المفتاحية: كتابة إبداعية ، أدوات أدبية ، حكاية رمزية ، طلاب اللغة الإنجليزية كلغة أجنبية
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