
Questions of Communication 

 

Q1. Hometown 

Where is your hometown? 

 

My hometown's in Hanoi, which is the capital city of Vietnam. It's located in the north of the country, not 

really that far from the southern Chinese border. 

 

Q2. Is there much to do in your hometown? 

 

Oh yes, there's certainly lots to do there as it's a fairly big city. If you like going out in the evening there 

are a lot of good restaurants and bars. If you prefer cultural activities there are museums and art galleries. 

But if you like nature there are lots of other things outside of the city which are easy to reach. 

 

Q3. What are the people like in your hometown? 

 

They are mostly quite friendly, but as with most big cities everyone is often busy so it may seem as if 

they are not interested in speaking or having a chat. But if you live there you know that most people are 

quite happy to have a chat if they have time and will help you if needed. 

 

 

 

Studies 

Q4. What are you studying at the moment? 

 

I'm studying history at university. It's a four year course, and I started it three years ago, so I have just one 

year left. I'm enjoying it a lot so it will be sad to finish. 

 

Q5. What do you like most about your studies? 

 

We learn about many things from the past such as politics and wars, but I like learning about how people 

lived in the past the most. It's amazing to see how our lives have changed so much from the past up until 

now. In some ways our lives have got much easier now, but in other ways the simplicity of life in the past 

made people much happier. Learning about all that is fascinating. 

 



Q6. What do you hope to do in the future when you have finished? 

 

I'm not sure at the moment, but I may go into teaching. This is why I'm doing the IELTS, as I intend to 
carry on and do a Masters in a specific area of history. I'll probably decide for sure what to do when I 

have completed that. 

 

 

 

Q7. Work 

What is your job? 

 

I currently work as an office manager at a large marketing company. I've been in the job for about five 

years now. I'm usually assigned to work with a specific business in order to improve their sales through 

various marketing strategies. 

 

Q8. Do you have to work with other people? 

 

Oh yes, all the time. It's a big office and we all have to work as a team if we want to achieve results. I 

have colleagues I need to liaise with such as the graphic designers and I also have administration staff 
who work under me. And of course I also have to work alongside the companies that we provide 

marketing for. So yes, I definitely have to work with other people. 

 

Q9. Do you think you will change jobs in the future? 

 

Well, that's not something I'm thinking about at the moment as I really enjoy what I do and it's a really 

good company to work for. The pay is good and they have other good benefits such as flexi-time and end 

of year bonuses. But that said, change is always a good thing, so I can't see me being there forever. I'm 

sure I will change one day. 

 

 

 

Leisure time 

Q10. What do you like to do in your free time? 

 



I do quite a lot of sport actually. I play football mostly - on Wednesday nights and Sunday afternoon with 
a local team. I also play tennis and squash when I can but I don't really get the time to do them as well 

every week. I work quite hard at the moment, so I don't get a lot of free time unfortunately. 

 

Have your leisure activities changed since you were a child? 

 

Not a great deal actually. I used to love playing football when I was young as well - I played a lot at 

school. Though of course I did all the other things kids loved to do such as going out on bike rides after 

school and things. 

 

Q11. Do you prefer to spend your free time alone or with other people? 

 

It depends on my mood really. I think most people need some time on their own. Sometimes my work is 

quite stressful and I spend a lot of time there with others, so it's good to just get home and relax and read a 
book or something. But I get bored if I am alone too much so I like to go out and meet friends in the 

evening or play football. 

 

 

 

Trains 

Q12. Do you like to travel by train? 

 

Yes, I quite like them. If you are on a train you can relax and look out the window, read, use your lap top 

- it's all quite comfortable. On the bus it's more difficult to do those things because there is less space and 

the movement can make you travel sick too. The only problem with trains in my country is that they are 

often delayed or late. That can ruin your journey. 

 

Q13. Where do you usually go by train? 

 

It's usually on long trips across the country if I want to visit friends or I have an appointment somewhere. 

For short journeys around where I live or to work it's much easier to drive or take the bus. As I said 

before, you can do things such as read on the train so it's good for long journeys. 

 

Q14. When was the last time you travelled by train? 

 



Er....I'm not quite sure, let me think. It was a while ago now. I think the last time was last year when I 
went up to see some friends I had not seen for a while in the north of the country. Yes, that was it. It was a 

journey of about 3 hours and I had to change trains once during the journey. The first train was a bit 

crowded and noisy as I think there were people on there going to a football match, but it was an ok trip 

most of the way.. 

Q15. A. Read the passage carefully then fills the following blanks with the suitable answers:  

Today I Rabindranath Tagore complete eighty years of my life .As I look back on the vast stretch of years 
that lie behind me and see in clear perspective the history of my early development, I am struck by the 

change that has taken place both in my own attitude and in the psychology of my countrymen change that 

carries within it a cause of profound tragedy. Our direct contact with the larger world of men was linked 
up with the contemporary history of the English people whom we came to know in those earlier days. It 

was mainly through their mighty literature that we formed our ideas with regard to these newcomers to 

our Indian shores. In those days the type of learning that was served out to us was neither plentiful nor 

diverse, nor was the spirit of scientific enquiry very much in evidence. Thus their scope being strictly 
limited, the educated of those days had recourse to English language and literature. Their days and nights 

were eloquent with the stately declamations of Burke, with Macaulay’s long-rolling sentences; 

discussions centered upon Shakespeare's drama and Byron's poetry and above all upon the large-hearted 
liberalism of the nineteenth-century English politics. At the time though tentative attempts were being 

made to gain our national independence, at heart we had not lost faith in the generosity of the English 

race. This belief was so firmly rooted in the sentiments of our leaders as to lead them to hope that the 
victor would of his own grace pave the path of freedom for the vanquished. This belief was based upon 

the fact that England at the time provided a shelter to all those who had to flee from persecution in their 

own country. Political martyrs who had suffered for the honor of their people were accorded unreserved 

welcome at the hands of the English. I was impressed by this evidence of liberal humanity in the character 
of the English and thus I was led to set them on the pedestal of my highest respect. This generosity in 

their national character had not yet been vitiated by imperialist pride. About this time, as a boy in 

England, I had the opportunity of listening to the speeches of John Bright, both in and outside Parliament. 
The large-hearted, radical liberalism of those speeches, overflowing all narrow national bounds, had made 

so deep an impression on my mind that something of it lingers even today, even in these days of graceless 

disillusionment. 

 

1. From the first paragraph, give a synonym for ‘deep’: 

a. Perspective 

b. Profound 

c. tragedy 

d. Psychology 

2. What helped the Indians to conceive of a notion of the Englishmen? 

a. Their advanced weaponry 

b. Their literature 

c. Their orders 

d. Their administration 

3. Who could read and gain from English literature? 



a. The educated Indians 

b. All the Indians 

c. Only writers such as Rabindranath Tagore 

d. None of the above 

4. From the third paragraph, give an antonym for ‘victorious’ 

 a. Victor 

b. vanquished 

c. Belief 

d. Persecution 

5. Whose speeches did Tagore listen to, as a boy? 

a. Shakespeare 

b. Byron 

c. John Bright 

d. Macaulay                                                                                                (10 Marks) 

 

Q16. Fill the blanks by choosing the correct answers (CHOOSE 5 ONLY) 

1. Some people study language --------------------- others . 

(carefully, better, more carefully than). 

2. I read the book three times, but I --------------- understand it. 

(could, was able to , couldn’t) 

3. While I am writing, I -------------- spell check. 

(am going to use, will use, use) 

4. The mission was started ------------------ a colony on Mars. 

(had better, in order to, for) 

5. He was enjoying himself in USA while the FBI -------------- for him. 

(searched, were searching, have searched) 

6. He had ---------------- someone else’s medical license. 

(duplicate, duplicated, duplication)                                         (10 Marks) 

Q17. Give the suitable synonyms words for the following definitions: (Choose FIVE) 

1. Unfair treatment of women or men because of their right. 

2. Likely to continue.  



3. Weaker or less important. 

4. To exercise control over. 

5. To turn around and around quickly. 

6. Separate from others.        

   Q19. Time 

Are you good at managing your time? 

 

Actually I'd say I'm not too good! I don't really have a system in place to organize things. I know some 

people have an electronic organizer or use some device to plan what they are doing but I don't do that. But 
I always make sure I am on time for appointments and things like that, and I meet deadlines and get 

things done. 

 

Q20. How do you manage your time? 

 

As I said, I don't have any specific system in place to manage my time. For example, if I am at work and I 

have a lot of cases, I just go through them each day and decide which I need to tackle first. At work we do 

have an online diary which I guess I use, so in that sense I do manage my time to an extent. 

 

Q21. When is it most important for you to manage your time? 

 

I think it is probably when you are at work. When out of work, it's not really going to affect things too 
much, or at least only yourself, if you are late to meet friends or for an appointment, or if you are getting 

things done in your house. But at work, it will cause problems if you don't manage your time effectively 

because you could miss deadlines or miss appointments. You could lose your job. So at work is when it is 

most important to manage your time. 

Q22. Books 

What kind of books do you like to read? 

 

I mostly like to read biographies. I'm not sure why but it is interesting to read about people's real lives, 
especially when they have had interesting lives and have had to deal with many problems. I do read 

fiction as well, but I often find it difficult to get hold of a book that I really like. I also like reading about 

books to do with current affairs. 

 

Q23. Do you read the same kind of books now that you read when you were a child? 

 



Not really, no. Actually I didn't read that much when I was a child, but if I did it was mainly fiction 

books, such as fairy tales. Things like The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe. Fantasy things. 

 

Q24. When do you think is the best time to read? 

 

I think any time is ok, but when I read I like to concentrate, so I can't read for a short time like on a bus 
ride like some people do. I like to put time aside to enjoy it. So if I have some free time at the weekend I 

might read for a few hours. And I nearly always read before I go to bed - this really helps me to sleep. 

 

 

 

Q25. Art Galleries 

Are there many art galleries where you live? 

 

No, not that I know of. I live in a small town so I don't think there are any, though we do have a few 

museums and other cultural institutions. In our capital city there are quite a few art galleries, however. 

 

Q26. Did you like to go to art galleries when you were a child? 

 

I've never been that interested in art to be honest, so not really. We were taken to one as part of a trip 

when I was at school. It has a lot of paintings from famous artists from our country. It was quite 

interesting to see I guess but I've not been to any since. 

 

Q27. Should people have to pay to go to art galleries? 

 

I think it depends really. If possible they should be free because if people do have to pay they are less 
likely to go and see it. But on the other hand these things cost money so a small fee may be necessary if it 

can keep the art gallery going and keep it open. Ideally though the government should pay for this as I 

believe this kind of thing is paid for by our taxes. 

 

 

 

Q28. Swimming 

Can you swim? 

 



Yes I can. I learnt at school when I was about 7 years old. Swimming lessons were compulsory at our 

school, like most schools I think. 

 

Q29. Are there many places to swim near you? 

 

Yes, there are a few public swimming pools. There is the main indoor one at a big sports complex in the 
center of town. There are also a couple of outdoor ones, but you can only use them in summer as it is too 

cold in winter. One is a big one in a park, the other is a much smaller one. 

 

Of course, I think it's very important. Firstly, you spend much of your life on holiday by water, for 

example, when you go to the beach on holiday, so you won't be able to enjoy yourself with your friends if 
you can't swim. Also, for safety reasons it's very important. You often hear about sad accidents involving 

young children so it's very important. 

 

Q30. Describe a place that you enjoy visiting. 

 

You should say: 

 

 where the place is 

 what you can see and do there 

 how it has changed since you first visited it 

and explain why you enjoy visiting this place. 

1. Describe your favourite family tradition. 
 

You should say: 

 

what the tradition is 

when it occurs 

what you do 

and explain why it is your favourite tradition. 

 

 

Q31. Describe the member of your family who is the most successful. 

You should say: 

who this person is 

how often you see each other 



what this person does 

and explain why he/she is successful. 

 

 

Q32.Describe a hobby you enjoy. 

 
You should say: 

 

 how long you have been doing it 

 how often you do it 

 what benefits you get from it 

and explain why you enjoy it. 

Describe a happy childhood memory. 

 

You should say: 

 

 when and where the incident you remember happened 

 who you were with 

 what happened exactly 

and explain why it is a happy memory. 

 


