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Question Bank for History of Language- 4th year - First Semester 

1- What are some theories regarding the origin of human language? 

2. Identify and explain the major characteristics of Proto-Indo-European (PIE). 

3- How did written language develop in ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia 

and Egypt? 

4- Discuss the influence of ancient Greek and Latin on the development of modern 

languages. 

5. Describe the role of Latin as the language of scholarship and religion in 

medieval Europe. 

6- What were the major developments in the evolution of the English language 

during the Old English period? 

Explain the significance of the Norman Conquest on the English language. 

7. Renaissance and Early Modern Language Development: 

8. How did the invention of the printing press contribute to the standardization of 

languages? 

9- Discuss the impact of the Renaissance on language development and linguistics. 

Explain the factors that led to the rise of national languages during the Early 

Modern period. 

5. Modern Language Development: 

13. Describe the linguistic effects of colonialism on indigenous languages. 

Discuss the role of linguistic imperialism in shaping global language dynamics. 
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Analyze the impact of globalization on language diversity and language 

endangerment. 

6. Linguistic Theories and Movements: 

16. Explain the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis and its implications for language and 

thought. 

Discuss the structuralist approach to language pioneered by Ferdinand de Saussure. 

Describe the key principles of Noam Chomsky's transformational-generative 

grammar. 

7. Linguistic Change and Evolution: 

19. What are the main mechanisms of linguistic change, and provide examples of 

each? 

Discuss the concept of language families and how they are determined. 

Explain the process of language convergence and divergence. 

8. Language Contact and Borrowing: 

22. Define language contact and provide examples of languages influenced by 

contact. 

Discuss the linguistic consequences of colonization and trade routes. 

Explain the difference between loanwords and calques, providing examples of 

each. 

9. Sociolinguistics and Language Variation: 

25. Define sociolinguistics and discuss its relevance to the study of language 

history. 
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Explain the concept of linguistic prestige and its role in language variation. 

Discuss the relationship between language and social identity. 

10. Language Standardization and Policy: 

28. Describe the process of language standardization and its goals. 

Explain the role of language policy in shaping linguistic landscapes. 

Discuss the challenges and controversies surrounding language planning and 

policy. 

11. Language Revitalization and Endangerment: 

31. Define language endangerment and provide examples of endangered 

languages. 

Discuss strategies for language revitalization and preservation. 

Analyze the ethical implications of language endangerment and revitalization 

efforts. 

12. Linguistic Anthropology: 

34. Explain the relationship between language and culture in linguistic 

anthropology. 

Discuss the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis in the context of linguistic relativity. 

Describe the methods used in linguistic anthropology to study language in its 

cultural context. 

13. Comparative Linguistics: 
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37. Compare and contrast the major language families of the world. 

Discuss the methods and challenges of reconstructing proto-languages. 

Analyze the linguistic evidence for human migration and prehistoric contact. 

14. Historical Linguistics: 

40. Define historical linguistics and explain its objectives. 

Describe the comparative method and how it is used in historical linguistics. 

Discuss the principles of sound change and their role in language evolution. 

15. Theories of Language Change: 

43. Explain the wave model of language change and provide examples. 

Discuss the role of analogy in language change. 

Analyze the factors that contribute to the spread of linguistic innovations. 

16. Writing Systems and Orthography: 

46. Describe the evolution of writing systems from pictograms to alphabets. 

Discuss the challenges of adapting writing systems to represent spoken languages. 

Explain the concept of orthographic reform and its impact on language 

standardization. 

17. Language Contact in Multilingual Societies: 

49. Discuss the linguistic consequences of language contact in multilingual 

societies. 

Describe the phenomenon of language shift and its causes. 

Analyze the role of pidgin and creole languages in multilingual contexts. 
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18. Dialectology and Language Variation: 

52. Define dialect and explain how it differs from a language. 

Discuss the methods used in dialectology to study regional variation. 

Analyze the factors that contribute to dialectal variation within a language. 

19. Language Planning and Policy: 

55. Define language planning and discuss its goals and methods. 

Describe the role of language policy in education and government. 

Analyze the impact of language planning on linguistic diversity and minority 

languages. 

20. Language Attitudes and Ideologies: 

58. Explain the concept of language ideology and its influence on language use. 

Discuss the role of language attitudes in shaping language variation and change. 

Analyze the social implications of linguistic discrimination and linguistic 

prejudice. 

21. Language Shift and Maintenance: 

61. Define language shift and language maintenance. 

Discuss the factors that contribute to language shift in immigrant communities. 

Analyze strategies for promoting language maintenance and revitalization. 

22. Language Documentation and Preservation: 

64. Describe the goals of language documentation and preservation. 
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Discuss the methods used in linguistic fieldwork to document endangered 

languages. 

Analyze the ethical considerations involved in language documentation and 

preservation. 

23. Language Endangerment and Revitalization: 

67. Define language endangerment and provide examples of endangered 

languages. 

Discuss the causes of language endangerment and the factors that contribute to 

language revitalization. 

Analyze the role of language policy in addressing language endangerment. 

24. Historical Phonology and Morphology: 

70. Define historical phonology and morphology and explain their importance in 

historical linguistics. 

Describe the methods used in reconstructing phonological and morphological 

systems of proto-languages. 

Analyze examples of phonological and morphological changes in the history of a 

specific language. 

25. Language Change and Variation: 

73. Define language change and variation and explain their relationship. 

Discuss the different types of language change, including sound change, 

grammatical change, and semantic change. 
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Analyze factors that contribute to language variation, including social, regional, 

and stylistic factors. 

26. Language Standardization and Codification: 

76. Define language standardization and codification and explain their importance 

in language planning. 

Discuss the role of dictionaries, grammars, and language academies in 

standardizing languages. 

Analyze the impact of language standardization on linguistic diversity and 

language attitudes. 

27. Language Contact and Borrowing: 

79. Define language contact and borrowing and explain their significance in 

language change. 

Discuss the different types of language contact, including borrowing, code-

switching, and pidginization. 

Analyze examples of lexical, phonological, and grammatical borrowing in the 

history of a specific language. 

28. Language Contact in Multilingual Societies: 

82. Define multilingualism and discuss its implications for language contact. 

Describe the phenomenon of language shift and maintenance in multilingual 

societies. 

Analyze the role of pidgin and creole languages in language contact situations. 

29. Language Policy and Planning: 
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85. Define language policy and planning and explain their goals and methods. 

Discuss the different approaches to language policy, including assimilationist, 

pluralist, and separatist approaches. 

Analyze the impact of language policy on linguistic diversity and language rights. 

30. Language Attitudes and Ideologies: 

88. Define language attitudes and ideologies and explain their influence on 

language use and identity. 

Discuss the role of language attitudes in language variation and change. 

Analyze examples of linguistic prejudice and discrimination based on language 

attitudes and ideologies. 

31. Language Revitalization and Maintenance: 

91. Define language revitalization and maintenance and explain their importance in 

preserving linguistic diversity. 

Discuss strategies for promoting language revitalization and maintenance, 

including language education, language documentation, and community-based 

language programs. 

Analyze the role of government policies and funding in supporting language 

revitalization and maintenance efforts. 

32. Language Documentation and Archiving: 

94. Define language documentation and archiving and explain their goals and 

methods. 
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Describe the different types of language documentation, including audiovisual 

recording, written documentation, and ethnographic interviews. 

Discuss the ethical considerations involved in language documentation and 

archiving, including issues of consent, intellectual property rights, and cultural 

sensitivity. 

33. Language Endangerment and Extinction: 

97. Define language endangerment and extinction and explain their causes and 

consequences. 

Discuss the factors that contribute to language endangerment, including 

globalization, urbanization, and language shift. 

Analyze the social and cultural impact of language endangerment and extinction on 

affected communities. 

34. Language Rights and Linguistic Justice: 

100. Define language rights and linguistic justice and explain their importance in 

promoting linguistic diversity and equality. 

Discuss examples of language rights movements and advocacy efforts around the 

world. 

Analyze the relationship between language rights, social justice, and human rights, 

including issues of language discrimination, linguistic marginalization, and 

language revitalization. 


