Question Bank for History of Language- 4™ year - Second Semester

1. Early Language Development:

1. What archaeological evidence supports the theory of language development

among early humans?

2. Discuss the role of gestures and vocalizations in the early evolution of human

communication.

3. How does the development of the larynx contribute to the evolution of

language?

2. Prehistoric Language Families: 4. Describe the process of language divergence

and the formation of language families.

5. Provide examples of major language families and their geographic

distribution.
6. How do comparative linguists reconstruct proto-languages?

3. Language in Ancient Civilizations: 7. Explain the significance of cuneiform

writing in Mesopotamia.
8. Discuss the evolution of hieroglyphic writing in ancient Egypt.

9. How did the decipherment of ancient scripts contribute to our understanding

of language history?

4. Classical Languages and Literature: 10. Analyze the influence of ancient Greek

literature on Western literary traditions.

11.Describe the impact of Latin as the language of the Roman Empire on the

development of Romance languages.



12.Discuss the role of Sanskrit in the preservation of ancient Indian literature and

religious texts.

5. Medieval Language Development: 13. What are the characteristics of Old
English, and how does it differ from modern English?

14.Explain the impact of the Viking invasions on the English language.

15.Discuss the contributions of Geoffrey Chaucer to the development of English

literature and language.

6. Language and Empire: 16. Describe the linguistic legacy of the Roman Empire

on European languages.

17.Discuss the spread of Arabic and its influence on language and culture in the

medieval Islamic world.
18.Analyze the impact of the Spanish Empire on the languages of the Americas.

7. Renaissance and Early Modern Language Development: 19. Explain the role

of the printing press in the standardization of languages.

20.Discuss the contributions of Renaissance humanists to the study and

preservation of classical languages.

21.Analyze the linguistic innovations of William Shakespeare and their impact

on the English language.

8. Language Contact and Borrowing: 22. Define language contact and provide

examples of language borrowing.

23.How did the Silk Road facilitate language contact and diffusion of linguistic

features?



24.Discuss the linguistic effects of the Silk Road on the development of Asian

languages.

9. Linguistic Revolutions: 25. Explain the impact of the scientific revolution on

language and communication.

26.Discuss the development of universal languages such as Esperanto and its role

in global communication.

27.Analyze the influence of the Industrial Revolution on language change and

standardization.

10. Evolution of Linguistic Thought: 28. Describe the contributions of Ferdinand

de Saussure to the field of linguistics.

29.Explain the differences between structuralism and functionalism in linguistic

theory.

30.Discuss Noam Chomsky's theory of universal grammar and its implications

for language acquisition.

11. Language and Nationalism: 31. Analyze the role of language in the formation

of national identity.

32.Discuss the impact of language policies on the promotion or suppression of

minority languages.
33.Explain how language standardization contributes to nation-building efforts.

12. Globalization and Language Dynamics: 34. Describe the linguistic

consequences of globalization on language diversity.

35.Analyze the role of English as a global lingua franca and its effects on other

languages.



36.Discuss the challenges and opportunities of multilingualism in the era of

globalization.

13. Language and Technology: 37. Explain how advancements in technology have

influenced language change and communication.

38.Discuss the impact of the internet and social media on language evolution and

usage.

39.Analyze the role of machine translation in facilitating cross-linguistic

communication.

14. Language Endangerment and Preservation: 40. Define language

endangerment and discuss its causes.
41.Describe efforts to document and revitalize endangered languages.
42.Analyze the ethical considerations involved in language preservation efforts.

15. Language Rights and Linguistic Justice: 43. Define language rights and

discuss their importance in promoting linguistic equality.

44.Analyze examples of language policies aimed at protecting minority

languages and cultures.

45 .Discuss the role of linguistic diversity in promoting cultural understanding

and social cohesion.

16. Language Ideologies and Attitudes: 46. Explain the concept of linguistic

ideology and its influence on language use and perception.

47.Discuss how language attitudes contribute to linguistic discrimination and

prejudice.

48.Analyze the impact of language ideologies on language planning and policy.
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17. Language Variation and Change: 49. Describe the different types of language

variation, including regional, social, and stylistic variation.

50.Discuss the factors that contribute to language change, including contact,

migration, and technology.
51.Analyze examples of language variation and change in contemporary English.

18. Historical Linguistics: 52. Define historical linguistics and explain its methods

for reconstructing language history.

53.Discuss the principles of sound change and grammaticalization in historical

linguistics.

54.Analyze linguistic evidence for language contact and borrowing in historical

language change.

19. Language and Power: 55. Explain how language is used as a tool of power and

control in society.
56.Discuss the role of language in shaping social hierarchies and inequalities.
57.Analyze examples of language manipulation in political discourse.

20. Language Revitalization Movements: 58. Describe the goals and strategies of

language revitalization movements.

59.Discuss the challenges and successes of language revitalization efforts in

indigenous communities.
60.Analyze the role of education and media in promoting language revitalization.

21. Language Documentation and Preservation: 61. Define language

documentation and discuss its importance in preserving linguistic diversity.



62.Describe methods used in language documentation, including audiovisual

recording and fieldwork.

63.Analyze examples of language documentation projects in endangered

language communities.

22. Language Planning and Policy: 64. Define language planning and discuss its

goals and methods.

65.Describe the role of language policy in promoting or suppressing linguistic

diversity.
66.Analyze examples of language planning initiatives in multilingual societies.

23. Language and Identity: 67. Discuss the relationship between language and

individual and group identity.

68.Describe the linguistic markers of identity, including accent, dialect, and

language choice.

69.Analyze the role of language in negotiating social identity in diverse cultural

contexts.

24. Language Contact in Multilingual Societies: 70. Define language contact and

discuss its consequences for language change and variation.

71.Describe the outcomes of language contact, including bilingualism, code-

switching, and pidginization.

72.Analyze examples of language contact in specific historical or contemporary

contexts.

25. Language Revival Movements: 73. Describe efforts to revive extinct or

dormant languages.



74.Discuss the challenges and successes of language revival movements.
75.Analyze examples of language revival efforts in different parts of the world.

26. Language Policy and Education: 76. Describe the role of language policy in

shaping educational practices.
77.Discuss the benefits and challenges of bilingual education programs.

78.Analyze the impact of language policies on access to education and

educational outcomes.

27. Language and Migration: 79. Analyze the linguistic consequences of migration

and diaspora.
80.Describe language shift and maintenance among immigrant communities.
81.Discuss the role of language in shaping immigrant identity and integration.

28. Language and Gender: 82. Discuss the relationship between language and

gender identity.
83.Describe linguistic differences between male and female speech.
84.Analyze the impact of gender stereotypes on language use and perception.

29. Language and Technology: 85. Describe the impact of technology on language

use and communication.

86.Discuss the role of social media platforms in shaping language norms and

trends.
87.Analyze the effects of digital communication on linguistic conventions.

30. Language and Social Media: 88. Discuss the linguistic features of social media

discourse.



89.Describe the role of hashtags, memes, and emojis in online communication.
90.Analyze how social media platforms influence language variation and change.

31. Language and Globalization: 91. Discuss the linguistic consequences of

globalization on language diversity and standardization.

92.Describe the spread of English as a global lingua franca and its effects on other

languages.
93.Analyze the role of English in international business, politics, and culture.

32. Language and Cultural Identity: 94. Describe how language reflects and

shapes cultural identity.
95.Discuss the role of language in preserving and transmitting cultural heritage.

96.Analyze examples of language revitalization efforts as a form of cultural

preservation.

33. Language and Power: 97. Explain how language is used as a tool of power and

control in society.
98.Discuss the role of language in shaping social hierarchies and inequalities.
99.Analyze examples of language manipulation in political discourse.

100. Describe the impact of language policies on access to resources and

opportunities.



