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Education:

PhD in Geotechnical Engineering, Civil and Structural Eng. Department, the
University of Sheffield, United Kingdom.

MSc in Geotechnical Engineering, the University of Technology, Iraq; first class,
distinction.

BSc in Building and Construction Engineering, the University of Technology, Iraq;
distinction.

Employment

Lecturer-Department of Geotechnical Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, the
University of Koya, Iraq. 10/2007- 8/2023

Assistant Professor- Water Resources Engineering Department, College of
Engineering, Salahaddin University, Erbil, Iraq. 8/2023- Cutrent

Teaching Experiences

1. Undergraduate:

Retaining Wall Structures, 4" Year, Water Resources Engineering Department,
College of Engineering, Salahaddin University.

Foundation Engineering, 3 Year, Water Resources Engineering Department,
College of Engineering, Salahaddin University.

Soil Mechanics, 2™ Year, Water Resources Engineering Department

Tunnel Engineering, 4" year, Geotechnical Engineering Department, Faculty of
Engineering, Koya University, Koya - Iraq.

Soil Physics, 2™ year, Geotechnical Engineering Department, Faculty of
Engineering, Koya University, Koya - Iraq.

Soil Mechanics Laboratory, 3" year, Geotechnical Engineering Department,
Faculty of Engineering, Koya University, Koya - Iraq.

Advanced Soil Mechanics, 4™ year, Geotechnical Engineering Department, Faculty
of Engineering, Koya University, Koya - Iraq.

Academic Computing, 1% year, Geotechnical Engineering Department, Faculty
of Engineering, Koya University, Koya - Iraq.
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2. Postgraduate:

e Advanced Foundation Engineering, Higher Diploma, Water Resources
Engineering Department, College of Engineering, Salahaddin University.

e Site Investigation and Soil Tests, Master Degree, Civil Engineering Department,
College of Engineering, Salahaddin University.

R esearch and publications

I. Postgraduate Thesis

The PhD research comprised two primary components: experimental investigations
and numerical analyses. The experimental phase focused on two pivotal studies: first,
an examination in the laboratory to understand the correlation between shear strength
and suction, facilitated by a specially crafted direct shear box. This apparatus was
modified to apply predetermined suction levels to sand samples using the hanging
column technique (HCT). Second, a laboratory exploration into the load-bearing
capacity of a strip footing positioned both on the surface and at various depths. The
numerical segment of the study involved enhancing the upper bound discontinuity
layout optimization method to accommodate the impact of partial saturation on
strength.
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Postgraduate student supervision

e Joint MSc program with the Cyprus International University.
e Joint MSc program with the University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran.

Professional memberships

Scientific Reviewer of the following journals:

International Journal of Geomechanics
Geofluids | Hindawi Journal

Geotechnical Engineering Journal

Innovative Infrastructure Solutions Journal
Journal of the Mechanical Behavior of Materials
Arabian Journal of Geosciences
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Professional memberships

® University link:
https://academics.su.edu.krd /bestun.shwan

® Google scholar:
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=RBdRInQAAAA]J&hl=en

e ORCID
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8137-3428
® ResearchGate
https://www.researchgate.net/profile /Bestun-Shwan

e LinkedIn
https:/ /www.linkedin.com/in/bestun-shwan-35122543
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