Poultry Management

Poultry Classification

Classification: means divided the chickens into groups according to their similarity to determine the breed.

Kingdom: Animalia

Phylum: Chordata

Subphylum: Vertebrata

Class: Aves

Order: Calliformes

Family: Phasianidae

Genus: Gallus

Species: Domesticus

Stock:

Group of birds which are similar in phenotype and reproductive characters.

Strain:

Group of birds similar in all properties except single properties phenotype or reproductive character.

Hybrid

Hybrid chicken are produced for increasing quality and production by inseminating with same or other breed strain. Hybrid chicken become more productive than their parents.

Methods of Classification:

1. Economical classification :

This classification depends on the productive purpose which divided into 3 departments:

1. Egg _type chickens
:

This type of chickens characterized by small body size, triangle shape, the legs are long and without feathers, the body is high forward and low wide
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back, head is small and the combed is relatively large, white ear lobe, white egg sell. The most famous breeds in egg type chickens are:

(Leghorn , Ancona , Minorca )

2. Meat- type chickens

This type of chickens characterized by large body size, circular shape, the legs are short covered with feathers, compact with meat, red ear lobe, brown egg sell. The most famous breeds in meat type chickens are: (Langshan, Brahma, Cochin)

3. Double purpose

This type of chickens characterized by medium size, rectangle shape, legs without feather, red ear lobe, and brown egg sell. The most famous breeds in double purpose chickens are:

(New Hampshire –Wyandotte –Rod Island – Plymouth Rock)

· Local chicken:
Mixture of several chickens breeds from different origins. This type of

chickens characterized by it is resistance to different environmental conditions and diseases. The status of brooding appears of him.

2. Geographical classification

This type of classification depends on the origin of chickens and geographical distribution.

1. Asiatic class

Langshan , Brahma, Cochin

2. American class

Plymouth Rock, Rod Island, Wyandotte, New Hampshire

3. English class

Dorking, Cornish, Orpingtcon

4. Mediterranean class Leghorn , Ancona , Minorca
· Differences between laying and non-laying hens depending on exterior appearance
1. Interval between pubis:
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If the distance between them is more than 2 fingers, it means that it is in the case of production, but if the distance is less than 2 fingers, it stops production.

2. Abdomen size

Interval between the end of sternum and first (beginning) of pubis. If the distance is more than 2 fingers, it means hen in the case of production. If the distance is less than 2 fingers, it means hen is out of production.

· The Shape of Comb
1. Single

Leghorn –Minorca – New Hampshire – Plymouth Rock

2. Rose

Wyandotte – Rod Island

3. Strawberry Mlaya
4. Pea

Brahma – Cornish

5. V- Shape: Hodan
