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General brief about the subject 
 

This subject aim to provide MSc. students with skills and knowledge how to deal with 

architectural design methods and how to analyze architectural projects and design 

issues…It offers a solid foundation in design studies, which is an academic discipline that 

addresses the universal nature of design and the complex activity of designing. Design 

studies address the different ways in which design has been characterized and practiced, 

the contexts and systems in which designs operates, and the responsibilities that come 

with the power of designing. 
 

Subject's importance 

 

In the course of this subject students are intended to improve their design skills through 

discussion and analysis. 

 

The need of subject  

The process of design studies is considered to be an important issue which depends on 

analysis...this subject will enhance the channels of creativity within students mind to be 

fresh, realistic and communicative regarding different issues related to architectural 

design methods. 
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Syllabus (course outline)      
 

 

Week Theoretical 

Week 1  What is Architecture 

Week 2  What is Architectural Design Process  

Discussing the paper 

Week 3  Design studies /channels of creativity 

Thinking, Criritical Thinking vs. Creative Thinking 

Week 4  How to analyze Architecture 

Week 5 Elements and principles of Architecture 

Week 6  
Introduction to architectural theory 

Architectural Concepts 

Week 7  
Primary Elements of Form 

Sources of Architectural Form  

Discussing the paper 

Week 8 Form and Function in Architecture 

Week 9  
Teaching architectural design 

Week 10  Problem solving methods 

Week 11  Design Process & Strategic Thinking in Architecture 

Week 12  Architecture as a language 

Week 13  Origins of design  Ideas 

Week 14  Types of Thinking 

Discussing the Assignment 

Week 15  Paper discussion  
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