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“Writing is an exploration. You start from 

nothing and learn as you go.” E.L. Doctorow



REASONS?

What are your reasons for 
studying writing & reading? 

(Discussion)



MAIN FOCUS OF THE COURSE 

▪Writing effective paragraphs

▪Developing and organizing writing ideas

▪Sentence structure: Improving sentence 
writing 

▪Developing Mechanics:  language (Gr and 
Vocab and punctuation).

▪Developing reading skills

▪Reading extensively  



Week Topic

1 Introduction

2-3
- Describing People: Identifying parts of paragraph 

- Learning words in context – using clues

3-4 
- Listing-Order Paragraphs (clustering): paragraph organisation

 - Understanding words with multiple meanings 

5-6

- Giving Instructions (listing): paragraph organization

- Previewing

7 Mid-term

8-9

- Writing Descriptive Paragraphs

- Making Inferences

10-11

- Stating Reasons and Using Examples

- Scanning

12-13

- Expressing Opinion 

- Understanding differences between facts and opinions 

14 Assignment  

15 Editing

16 Finals 



COURSE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Method Quantity (%)

Participation & 

collaboration
1 5

Notebook & Portfolio 1 5

Assignments & Projects 2  10

Midterm Exam 1 20

Final Exam 1 60

Total 100%



KEEPING A JOURNAL 

▪Note! Keeping a journal for extra marks



IMPORTANT THINGS TO DO AS A 
WRITER

What are three most 
important things to do as a 

writer?



REQUIREMENT (1)

▪ Students are required to attend 
the classes.



REQUIREMENT (2)

▪ Participation and contribution

▪ Collaboration (pair work and 
pair review)



REQUIREMENT (3)
▪Use Google Classroom

▪Google Classroom Link: 
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjI0MDk3ODgx
MjAw?cjc=clw32ot

▪Download Padlet: 

Class Code

clw32ot

https://classroom.google.com/c/NjI0MDk3ODgxMjAw?cjc=clw32ot
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjI0MDk3ODgxMjAw?cjc=clw32ot


REQUIREMENT (4)

▪ Students should keep a 
portfolio of the written work 
and the reviewed assignments.







WHAT SHOULD I RECORD?

▪ People (look, act, dress, talk)

▪ Lists (favourite places, foods, films, music, words)

▪ Memories (childhood, teenage, adulthood, incidents)

▪ Other writings (make note of style and form)

▪ Objects

▪ Animals 



REQUIREMENT (5)

▪Keep a notebook in class



COURSE BOOKS



WHAT ARE YOUR CONCERNS ABOUT 
WRITING?



CONCERNS (EX.2) 

▪ ‘I don’t have anything to write about.’

▪ ‘I can never find the time.’

▪ ‘I start well but then I dry up.’





WHAT CAN YOU USE AS A SOURCE?

✓From a personal experience

✓ From more gradual inspiration

✓ From an incident in the news

✓ From an anecdote that someone tells you

✓ Research

(Creative Writing for Dummies, Maggie Hammand)



SOURCES

Outside

Observation

-people

-Objects

-dialogue  

Experience 

-travel

Research

-biography

-events

inside

Thoughts 
& ideas

feelings
emotional 

response



LET’S GET STARTED…



WHAT IS WRITING?
WHAT IS ACADEMIC WRITING?



CHAPTER 1 DESCRIBING PEOPLE

In this chapter, you will learn to:

▪ Use questions and note taking to get ideas for writing

▪ Identify the three parts of a paragraph

▪ Use correct paragraph format

▪ Recognize subjects, verbs, and objects in complete 
sentences

▪ Use six rules of capitalization

▪ Work with simple sentences

▪ Write, revise, and edit a 'paragraph describing a person





Prewriting: Asking Questions And Taking 
Notes



Practice 1: Interviewing Classmate

A: Which topics are OK to ask about?

(Look at the handout)

B: Write a question for each topic. Compare it 
with your partner:

(Pay attention to correct form)





PARAGRAPH

▪What is a paragraph?

▪How many parts are there in a 
paragraph?
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