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Change Theories; Cultural and Structural Change \
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Massey (2017) Social Change; in¢ Korgen (2017) The Cambridge Handbook of Sociology 1.
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The Course Contents:
Week 1: Introduction: Personal Change and
Social Change
Week 2: Social Change as Sociological Theory

Week 3: Classical Theories of Social Change
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Week 4: The Social System and Evolutionary Theory
Week 5: Conflict Theories and the Critique of Society
Week 6: From Progress to Modernity to Globalization
Week 7: Agents, Mechanisms, and Drivers of Social Change
Week 8: Social Movements

Week 9: Technology

Week 10: War and Revolution

Week 11: Large Corporations

Week 12: The State

Week 13: Social Change as Social Activism
Week: 14: Conclusions
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What are the meanings of Social Change in sociology?

1. The first treats social change as a subset of sociological theory.

2. The second sees social change as a process driven by powerful social phenomena, the
workings of which constitute the mechanism operating to effect social change in the
modern era.

3. The third approaches social change as an active engagement in solving problems and
improving people’s life chances.
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