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Environment policy 

 

Introduction 

Environmental policies are needed because environmental values are usually not 

considered in organizational decision making. There are two main reasons for that 

omission. First, environmental effects are economic externalities. Polluters do not 

usually bear the consequences of their actions; the negative effects most often 

occur elsewhere or in the future. Second, natural resources are almost always 

underpriced because they are often assumed to have infinite availability. Together, 

those factors result in what American ecologist Garrett Hardin in 1968 called “the 

tragedy of the commons.” 

The pool of natural resources can be considered as a common that everyone can 

use to their own benefit. For an individual, it is rational to use a common resource 

without considering its limitations, but that self-interested behavior will lead to the 

depletion of the shared limited resource— and that is not in anyone’s interest. 

Individuals do so nevertheless because they reap the benefits in the short term, but 

the community pays the costs of depletion in the long term. Since incentives for 

individuals to use the commons sustainably are weak, government has a role in the 

protection of the commons. Environmental policy is the commitment of an 

organization or government to the laws, regulations, and other policy mechanisms 

concerning environmental issues. 

These issues generally include air and water pollution, waste management, 

ecosystem management, maintenance of biodiversity, the management of natural 

resources, wildlife and endangered species. For example, concerning 

environmental policy, the implementation of an eco-energy-oriented policy at a 

global level to address the issues of global warming and climate changes could be 

addressed. 
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Definition 

One way is to describe environmental policy is that it comprises two major terms: 

environment and policy. Environment refers to the physical ecosystems, but can 

also take into consideration the social dimension (quality of life, health) and an 

economic dimension (resource management, biodiversity). Policy can be defined 

as a "course of action or principle adopted or proposed by a government, party, 

business or individual”. Thus, environmental policy tends to focus on problems 

arising from human impact on the environment, which is important to human 

society by having a (negative) impact on human values. Such human values are 

often labeled as good health or the 'clean and green' environment. In practice, 

policy analysts provide a wide variety of types of information to the public decision-

making process. 

Environmental issues typically addressed by environmental policy include (but are 

not limited to) air and water pollution, waste management, ecosystem 

management, biodiversity protection, the protection of natural resources, wildlife 

and endangered species, and the management of these natural resources for 

future generations. Relatively recently, environmental policy has also attended to 

the communication of environmental issues. In contrast to environmental policy, 

ecological policy addresses issues that focus on achieving benefits (both monetary 

and non-monetary) from the non-human ecological world. Broadly included in 

ecological policy is natural resource management (fisheries, forestry, wildlife, 

range, biodiversity, and at-risk species). This specialized area of policy possesses its 

own distinctive features. 

History:  
Though the Clean Air Act 1956 in response to London's Great Smog of 1952 was a 

historical step forward, and the 1955 Air Pollution Control Act was the first U.S. 

federal legislation that pertained to air pollution, the 1960s marked the beginning 

of modern environmental policy making. The stage had been set for change by the 

publication of Rachel Carson's New York Times bestseller Silent Spring in 1962 and 

strengthened the Environmental movement.  
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Earth Day founder Gaylord Nelson, then a U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, after 

witnessing the ravages of the 1969 massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, California, 

became famous for his environmental work. Administrator Ruckelshaus was 

confirmed by the Senate on December 2, 1970, which is the traditional date used 

as the birth of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Five 

months earlier, in July 1970, President Nixon had signed Reorganization Plan No. 3 

calling for the establishment of EPA. At the time, Environmental Policy was a 

bipartisan issue and the efforts of the United States of America helped spark 

countries around the world to create environmental policies. During this period, 

legislation was passed to regulate pollutants that go into the air, water tables, and 

solid waste disposal. President Nixon signed the Clean Air Act in 1970 which set the 

US as one of the world leaders in environmental conservation. 

The world's first minister of the environment was the British Politician Peter Walker 

from the Conservative Party in 1970. The German "Benzin Bei Gesetz" reduced 

Tetraethyllead since 1972. 

In the European Union, the very first Environmental Action Program was adopted 

by national government representatives in July 1973 during the first meeting of the 

Council of Environmental Ministers. Since then, an increasingly dense network of 

legislation has developed, which now extends to all areas of environmental 

protection including air pollution control, water protection and waste policy but 

also nature conservation and the control of chemicals, biotechnology and other 

industrial risks. EU environmental policy has thus become a core area of European 

politics. The German Unweltbundesamt was founded in Berlin 1974. 

Overall organizations are becoming more aware of their environmental risks and 

performance requirements. In line with the ISO 14001 standard, they are 

developing environmental policies suitable for their organization. This statement 

outlines environmental performance of the organization as well as its 

environmental objectives. Written by top management of the organization they 

document a commitment to continuous improvement and complying with legal 

and other requirements, such as the environmental policy objectives set by their 

governments. 
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The role of Non-Governmental Organizations: 

Non-Governmental organizations have the greatest influence on environmental 

policies. These days, many countries are facing huge environmental, social, and 

economic impacts of rapid population growth, development, and natural resource 

constraints. As NGOs try to help countries to tackle these issues more successfully, 

a lack of understanding about their role in civil society and the public perception 

that the government alone is responsible for the well-being of its citizens and 

residents makes NGOs tasks more difficult to achieve. NGOs such as Greenpeace 

and World Wildlife Fund can help tackling issues by conducting research to 

facilitate policy development, building institutional capacity, and facilitating 

independent dialogue with civil society to help people live more sustainable 

lifestyles. The need for a legal framework to recognize NGOs and enable them to 

access more diverse funding sources, high-level support/endorsement from local 

figureheads, and engaging NGOs in policy development and implementation is 

more important as environmental issues continue to increase. 

International organizations have also made great impacts on environmental 

policies by creating programs such as the United Nations Environment Program and 

hosting conferences such as the United Nations Earth Summit to address 

environmental issues. 

Instruments, problems, and issues: 

Environmental policy instruments are tools used by governments and other 

organizations to implement their environmental policies. Governments, for 

example, may use a number of different types of instruments. For example, 

economic incentives and market-based instruments such as taxes and tax 

exemptions, tradable permits, and fees can be very effective to encourage 

compliance with environmental policy. The assumption is that corporations and 

other organizations who engage in efficient environmental management and are 

transparent about their environmental data and reporting presumably benefit 

from improved business and organizational performance. 



 5  
 
 

Bilateral agreements between the government and private firms and commitments 

made by firms independent of government requirement are examples of voluntary 

environmental measures. Another instrument is the implementation of greener 

public purchasing programs. 

Several instruments are sometimes combined in a policy mix to address a particular 

environmental problem. Since environmental issues have many aspects, several 

policy instruments may be required to adequately address each one. Furthermore, 

a combination of different policies may give firms greater flexibility in policy 

compliance and reduce uncertainty as to the cost of such compliance. 

Ideally, government policies are to be carefully formulated so that the individual 

measures do not undermine one another, or create a rigid and cost-ineffective 

framework. Overlapping policies result in unnecessary administrative costs, 

increasing the cost of implementation. To help governments realize their policy 

goals, the OECD Environment Directorate, for example, collects data on the 

efficiency and consequences of environmental policies implemented by the 

national governments. 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, through UNECE 

Environmental Performance Reviews, evaluates progress made by its member 

countries in improving their environmental policies. 

The current reliance on a market-based framework has supporters and detractors. 

Among the detractors for example, some environmentalists contend that a more 

radical, overarching approach is needed than a set of specific initiatives, to deal 

with climate change. For example, energy efficiency measures may actually 

increase energy consumption in the absence of a cap on fossil fuel use, as people 

might drive more fuel-efficient cars. To combat this result, Aubrey Meyer calls for 

a 'framework-based market' of contraction and convergence. The Cap and Share 

and the Sky Trust are proposals based on the idea. 

Environmental impact assessments (EIA) are conducted to compare impacts of 

various policy alternatives. Moreover, although it is often assumed that 

policymakers make rational decisions based on the merits of the project, Eccleston 
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and March argue that although policymakers normally have access to reasonably 

accurate environmental information, political and economic factors are important 

and often lead to policy decisions that rank environmental priorities of secondary 

importance. 

The decision-making theory casts doubt on this premise. Irrational decisions are 

reached based on unconscious biases, illogical assumptions, and the desire to avoid 

ambiguity and uncertainty. 

Eccleston identifies and describes four of the most critical environmental policy 

issues facing humanity: water scarcity, food scarcity, climate change, and the 

population paradox. 

Development of environmental policy, objectives, and targets: 

This segment describes a process to develop and establish an environmental policy 

and its associated environmental targets, objectives, and management programs. 

The environmental policy is defined in a statement which addresses the company 

expectations for programs that are important to assure adequate environmental 

protection and define its future commitment towards preventing pollution and 

continuously improving the effectiveness of its environmental protection 

programs. A set of environmental objectives, derived from the policy, define the 

overall goals which will ensure that the company's environmental performance will 

remain consistent with the commitment identified in its policy when its 

environmental management system (EMS) is implemented, Environmental targets 

reflect the requirements and standards that the company must strive to achieve 

each objective and minimize any harmful environmental impacts from its 

production and manufacturing processes or other activities. In addition to defining 

specific targets, environmental management programs are also used to guide EMS 

implementation. These programs, however, must provide the company with the 

necessary flexibility to select the most appropriate technologies to enhance its own 

processes and prudently allocate its available financial resources in areas that 

return the greatest overall environmental benefit. Though they are expected to 

allow some discretion in the allocation of resources targeted towards 
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environmental protection, EMS programs must also provide assurance that the 

corporation environmental policy, objectives, targets, and management programs 

do not result in a facility failure to adhere to all of its certification requirements. 

The principle and factors described in this article should be considered to the extent 

that they are necessary and practical. 

Research and innovation policy: 

Synergic to the environmental policy is the environmental research and innovation 

policy. An example is the European environmental research and innovation policy, 

which aims at defining and implementing a transformative agenda to greening the 

economy and the society as a whole so to achieve a truly sustainable development. 

Europe is particularly active in this field, via a set of strategies, actions and 

programs to promote more and better research and innovation for building a 

resource-efficient, climate resilient society and thriving economy in sync with its 

natural environment. Research and innovation in Europe are financially supported 

by the program Horizon 2020, which is also open to participation worldwide. 

UNFCCC research shows that climate-related projects and policies that involve 

women are more effective. Policies, projects and investments without meaningful 

participation by women are less effective and often increase existing gender 

inequalities. Women's found climate solutions that cross political or ethnic 

boundaries have been particularly important in regions where entire ecosystems 

are under threat, e.g. small island states, the Arctic and the Amazon and in areas 

where people's livelihoods depend on natural resources e.g. fishing, farming and 

forestry. 

Environmental policy integration: 

The concept of environmental policy integration (EPI) refers to the process of 

integrating environmental objectives into non-environmental policy areas, such as 

energy, agriculture and transport, rather than leaving them to be pursued solely 

through purely environmental policy practices. This is oftentimes particularly 

challenging because of the need to reconcile global objectives and international 

rules with domestic needs and laws. EPI is widely recognized as one of the key 
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elements of sustainable development. More recently, the notion of ‘climate policy 

integration’, also denoted as ‘mainstreaming’, has been applied to indicate the 

integration of climate considerations (both mitigation and adaptation) into the 

normal (often economically focused) activity of government. 

Major features of the environment policy: 

The policy covered all geographical regions and 15 development sectors like 

Agriculture, Industry, Health & Sanitation, Energy and Fuel, Water Development, 

Flood Control and Irrigation, Land, Forest, Wildlife and Bio-diversity, Fisheries and 

Livestock, Food, Coastal and Marine Environment, Transport and Communication, 

Housing and Urbanization, Population, Education and Public. 

The policy has provided guidelines for the following sectors: 

1.Agriculture: Environmentally sound agricultural practices are to be encouraged 

and ensured for attainment of self-sufficiency in food. Among the various specific 

measures, use of natural fertilizers and insecticides is encouraged as opposed to 

the application of agro-chemicals and artificial materials exerting adverse impact 

on the environment. 

2.Industry: Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for new industries, corrective 

measures for polluting industries, ban on establishment of polluting industries and 

development of environmentally sound and appropriate technology is required for 

sustainable and efficient utilization of natural resources. 

3.Health and Sanitation: Healthy environment for rural and urban area, prevention 

of activities, which are harmful to public health and healthy workplaces for workers 

are to be ensured. 

4.Energy and Fuel: Reduction of the use of fuel-wood and agricultural residues, 

exploring alternative energy resources, precautionary measures against potentially 

harmful use of nuclear energy and nuclear radiation, conservation of forest fuel 

and development of improved energy saving technology are recommended options 

for the sector. Apart from these, EIA has been made mandatory before 

implementing projects for exploration and extraction of fuel and mineral resources. 
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5.Water: Environmentally sound water resource management is suggested in 

utilization and development of water resources, construction of irrigation network 

and embankments, dredging of watercourses and in taking measures against river 

pollution. EIA is required before undertaking projects related to water resource 

development and flood control measures. 

6. Land: Activities that cause or result in land erosion, salinity and alkalinity, and 

loss of soil fertility are prohibited. Compatible land use systems for different 

ecosystems and environmentally sound management of newly accreted land are 

recommended. Forest, Wildlife and Biodiversity: Conservation and expansion of 

forest zones, conservation of wildlife and biodiversity and conservation of wetlands 

are recognized as priority areas for action. 

7. Fisheries and Livestock: Conservation of fisheries and livestock, mangrove forest 

and others ecosystems and prevention of activities that diminish the wetlands and 

natural habitats for fishes are the basic objectives in this sector. The need for an 

inter-ministerial coordination is indicated by requiring evaluation by the concerned 

agencies, of the existing projects on water development, flood control and 

irrigation, in order to minimize their adverse impact on fish growth and their 

habitat. 

8. Food: Hygienic and environmentally sound method of production, preservation, 

processing and distribution of food and measures to ensure prohibition of import 

of harmful food items are recommended. 

9. Coastal and Marine Environment: Coastal and marine eco-systems are identified 

as potential areas for intervention, where all internal and external polluting 

activities should be stopped. Fishing in coastal and marine environment within 

regeneration limits is recommended. 

10. Transport and Communication: Road, rail, air and water transport systems 

should be operated without polluting the environment. EIA is required before 

undertaking any projects in these sectors. 
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11. Housing and Urbanization: Environmentally sound planning and development 

of housing and urban centers is required. Existence of water bodies in the cities is 

recommended for maintaining environmental and ecosystem balance in the urban 

areas. 

12. Population: Planned and proper utilization of manpower including ensuring the 

participation and mainstreaming of women in all spheres is targeted for 

environmentally sound development activities. 

13. Education and Public Awareness: Eradication of illiteracy through formal and 

non-formal education, building and raising public awareness of the environmental 

issues, dissemination of environmental knowledge and information are the policy 

guidelines for the conservation, improvement and sustainable use of natural 

resources. 

14. Science, Technology and Research: Research and development institutes are 

required to consider the incorporation of the environmental issues in their research 

programs.  

To reinforce the policy, the Government of Bangladesh Environmental 

Conservation Act in 1997 that was subsequently amended in 2000. For the 

implementation and leadership, the Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) 

was assigned to play the role of lead agency. A National Environmental Committee 

was created with the Prime Minister as the as the Chairperson to give overall 

direction for implementation of this policy. The policy emphasized that the MoEF 

would take timely steps for appropriate amendment and modification of this policy 

on the backdrop of changes in the state of environment and socioeconomic and 

other needs of the country. 

Human impact on the environment: 

Human impact on the environment or anthropogenic impact on the environment 

includes changes to biophysical environments and ecosystems, biodiversity, and 

natural resources caused directly or indirectly by humans, including global 

warming, environmental degradation (such as ocean acidification, mass extinction 
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and biodiversity loss, ecological crisis, and ecological collapse. Modifying the 

environment to fit the needs of society is causing severe effects, which become 

worse as the problem of human overpopulation continues. Some human activities 

that cause damage (either directly or indirectly) to the environment on a global 

scale include population growth, overconsumption, overexploitation, pollution, 

and deforestation, to name but a few. Some of the problems, including global 

warming and biodiversity loss pose an existential risk to the human race, and 

human overpopulation is strongly correlated with those problems. 

The term anthropogenic designates an effect or object resulting from human 

activity. The term was first used in the technical sense by Russian geologist Alexey 

Pavlov, and it was first used in English by British ecologist Arthur Tansley in 

reference to human influences on climax plant communities. The atmospheric 

scientist Paul Crutzen introduced the term "Anthropocene" in the mid-1970s. The 

term is sometimes used in the context of pollution emissions that are produced 

from human activity since the start of the Agricultural Revolution but also applies 

broadly to all major human impacts on the environment. Many of the actions taken 

by humans that contribute to a heated environment stem from the burning of fossil 

fuel from a variety of sources, such as: electricity, cars, planes, space heating, 

manufacturing, or the destruction of forests. 
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Are environmental policies core or peripheral? 

There is an increasing tendency to get environmental policies involved in broader, 

seemingly unrelated policies; however, more needs to be done if we are to improve 

the environmental conditions that characterize our time. In this sense, the 

interdisciplinary spectrum of environmental policies includes not only socio-

economic components but also physical, biological, mathematical and engineering 

ones. The environment is also considered in newer research, health and education 

programs. This is desirable, since they should ‘be guided by a sense of the greater 

public good and a reliable moral compass’. 

Natural sciences and technology explain the physical processes that we face but 

not the arguments behind choosing not to confront them. Whether it is through 

incentives or coercion, we need to modify our consumption patterns while also 

learning how best to interact appropriately with the environment. Policies in such 

a direction should prove fruitful. 

Perhaps the way forward is about formulating and implementing policies focusing 

on zero economic and population growth. A conservative approach would be 

necessary. However, this perspective attracts a lot of criticism from those stating 

that we should protect the environment and the planet as long as we, humans, are 

not affected in economic terms.  

The right to become – or remain – developed societies is claimed as central to this 

argument. However, considering the levels of environmental degradation that we 

have caused, the only way to reverse trends implies establishing commitments and 

sacrifices from all societies and all sectors. We should behave as a single race: 

humankind. Despite its promotion, moderate environmentalism ¬– advocating 

economic growth while reaching limits of natural resource consumption – is no 

longer suitable, or at least not until ecosystems recover from overuse and pollution. 

The role of environmental policies in overall policy frameworks has been increasing, 

although there is a long way to go. Their presence can assist in establishing an 

environmental policy reform in which the different participating – or willing to 

participate – actors promote the development of a strict approach to 
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environmental protection and conservation. The relevance of each individual’s 

actions – at local levels – should also contribute to international and global efforts 

to tackle environmental problems. If this occurs, implementation may be feasible 

and smooth. 

 

environmental conflict 

Many have defined an ‘environmental conflict’ as one resulting from degradation 

caused by human activity or mismanagement, rather than the finite nature of the 

resources exploited. Notably, this definition will include renewable resources such 

as agricultural land, forests, water and fishing stocks – all of which depend on 

sustainable usage to ensure their continuation. The operating role of the ecological 

factors as a cause of conflict has been relatively neglected, with much of the 

academic focus being on the environment as an economic resource. 

It is important to note that such conflicts predominantly occur on an intrastate 

basis, rather than between two nations. International conflict over environmental 

factors remains unlikely – whether due to the robust nature of the world trade 

system and dynamics of supply and demand or to the spread of small arms 

transforming the notion of traditional conflict. An important example can be found 

in the assertions of water wars.  

Although the management of rivers is often complicated by their crossing of 

territorial boundaries and nations dependent on water from beyond their borders 

(Egypt, Hungary and Mauritania all rely on international watercourses for 90 per 

cent of their water), an international conflict exclusively over possession of and 

access to a shared water source is still to occur. The reasons for this are simply, as 

Wolf states, ‘War over water seems neither strategically rational, hydrographically 

effective, nor economically viable.’ At the international level, the costs outweigh 

the benefits and cooperation is sought before conflict occurs. 

Environmental problems are not first felt at the international level but provide 

challenges to communities within the nation-state. Barnett and Adger (2007) 
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suggested four key factors in the creation of environmental conflict: poverty, 

vulnerable livelihoods, migration and weak state institutions – all problems that are 

present at the local level.  

The German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU, 2007) found 73 examples 

of such sub-national ecological conflicts, primarily linked to natural disasters, 

between 1980 and 2005. These cases included violent regime, civil war and 

secession and anarchy and looting. 

All such conflicts took place within wider causal structures. The violence in both 

Haiti and Bangladesh occurred due to the role that the climactic shocks took in 

exacerbating existing tensions (WBGU, 2007). Environmental factors often interact 

with the visible drivers of ethnic tensions, political marginalization and poor 

governance to create a causal framework that allows degradation to affect 

livelihoods, interests and capital – which, in turn, lead to conflict. The 

contemporary occurrence of violent unrest over food and water prices provides an 

example of popular outbursts of dissent and violence as the result of environmental 

factors. During the 2008 food price crisis, 61 nations experienced some form of 

unrest in protest at the conditions; 38 of these were of a violent nature (Castles, 

2002).  

Notably, all such conflicts take place on a localized, sub-national scale, with 

violence rarely straddling borders – illustrating the importance of contextual 

factors. The links between environmental stress and conflict are indirectly 

constructed, with a structural vulnerability necessary for the transition from poor 

harvests, caused by climactic factors, to food shortages and, thus, price inflation. 

Their occurrence is directly linked to the presence of a political vacuum in which 

the government either cannot provide stability and representation or is engaged in 

corruption and rent-seeking. 
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Environmental diplomacy 

Environmental diplomacy is gaining influence in international relations and 

humanitarian relief. Environmental diplomacy addresses issues and actions related 

to environmental security, and involves a wide range of actors. The environment is 

borderless and the issues continue to be addressed at a multilateral level. 

The United Nations Environment Program, or UNEP, and Environment and Security 

Initiative, or ENVSEC, have a good groundwork for combating environmental issues 

such as multilateral engagement with organizations like the United Nations 

Development Program, Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and 

even the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

The UNEP strives for transparency and cooperation between nations and 

organizations, and they advise to incorporate environmental issues into working 

negotiations rather than treat the environment as a separate issue. An example of 

how economic and environmental security are related is the case of rare earth 

minerals, which are components in many of our electronics. Mining and accessing 

these minerals are extremely destructive to the environment, however, and has 

been outlawed in Australia and the United States. 

The only country that still mines these minerals is China, and this severely affects 

their air quality. Since China is the only one still mining these minerals, however, 

other countries are economically dependent. This is an example where economic 

and environmental security work against each other. UNEP live online is an area 

where nations can share information, and it offers a transparent tool for 

participating members to work cooperatively toward environmental security and 

can act as a catalyst for economic diplomacy as well. 

Environmental security can be extremely significant in post-conflict resolution and 

economic diplomacy. After a conflict, fighters must return home and often find 

themselves in an economically insecure situation where their land is taken and they 

are out of work. Cooperative negotiations between economic diplomacy, 

environmental diplomacy and development are vital. 
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New Practices and Narratives of Environmental Diplomacy Why should we pay 

attention to environmental diplomacy in International Relations? And how should 

we seek to understand and explain environmental diplomacy? We begin by 

outlining some of the challenges facing diplomacy and diplomatic studies together 

with some recent theoretical responses to these challenges. Environmental 

diplomacy plays a significant role and that practice theory and narrative theory 

offer better models of analysis than more mainstream institutionalist, regime 

theory, multilevel governance or discourse theory approaches. 

Narratives are seen as discursive constructs but also as constructed by and 

constructive of the practices through which environmental governance is pursued. 

The two chosen phenomena of the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) negotiations and green growth governance are central 

today and will likely continue to be so as the world negotiates the transition to an 

environment- and climate-friendly economy. 

Some are optimistic in relation to the impact of renewable energy, finding that ‘the 

question is no longer if the world will transition to cleaner energy, but how long it 

will take’ (Randall, 2015). Others might be more realistic when describing the 

political challenges, stating that ‘it is clear that if the world is to move towards a 

significantly more carbon-efficient and climate-resilient pathway of economic 

growth, a much more compelling economic case for action has to be made’.  

Whichever of the above routes is subscribed to, the world clearly appears to be in 

a transitional phase. In practice, environmental diplomacy offers considerable 

insight for International Relations to understand and explain this transformation. 

Green growth governance and hybrid diplomacy 

Previous research by the author (Blaxekjær, 2015) has highlighted how green 

growth is being carved out as a new global environmental governance subfield, 

which confirms three trends in global environmental governance:  

a) the increasing institutional fragmentation of global environmental 

governance 
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b) that activities, initiatives and networks fit under a broad neoliberal 

discourse  

c) that all regions of the world experience the emergence of new partnerships 

that cross North and South and link public and private actors.  

I also observe that orchestration – or governmentality as the conduct of conduct 

in governance and discursive terms – is an important part of this hybrid 

diplomacy. It is important to study and understand the orchestrating role played 

by diplomacy in these new, overlapping environmental governance fields if we 

want to be able to explain how global politics unfolds.  

The concept of hybrid diplomacy is receiving increasing attention; however, a 

Google Scholar search reveals that IR has not developed a theory of hybrid 

diplomacy as such. As Sending et al. ‘as we enter the twenty-first century, 

everybody seems to agree that diplomacy is changing, yet few people can specify 

exactly how – and with what effects on world politics. 

From a practice perspective, I understand hybrid diplomacy as a category of 

practice which, on the one hand, includes and mixes not just different issues (e.g., 

political, economic, environmental) and different actors (professional diplomats, 

other civil servants, and non-state actors) but also different practices; that is, 

expanding our understanding of what diplomacy is in practice. On the other hand, 

I understand hybrid diplomacy as a category of analysis with three dimensions: 

‘first, diplomacy is a process (of claiming authority and jurisdiction); second, it is 

relational (it operates at the interface between one’s polity and that of others); and 

third, it is political (involving both representation and governing)’. In this sense, it 

is advisable to analyze political and governing processes and relations as 

constituent of ‘how diplomacy is involved in generating agents (e.g., states), objects 

(e.g., treaties, embassies), and structures (sovereignty)’. Thus, the term hybrid 

refers to both the first category of practice and the category of analysis, the latter 

being a mix of especially practice theory approaches, and also the fact of being 

analyzed by diplomats, scholars and scholar-diplomats. 

Climate Security 
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Developments among regional organizations illustrate a growing awareness and 

action on climate security. A number of thematic debates in the European Union 

system, the African Union Peace and Security Council and the Arab League have 

been held, interrogating the links between, for instance, peace and climate, and 

water and security. Often, a strategic proposal or action plan has been the outcome 

of the discussions. In the UN system, the advances are illustrated by three 

interconnected changes: 

First, more United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions now include 

language on the need for adequate climate risk assessment and management 

strategies. Likewise, several UNSC member states raise the issue in various events 

and forums. The formation of a Group of Friends on climate security illustrates the 

increasing support from governments around the world and their shared intention 

to push the climate security agenda forward. 

Second, the establishment within the UN system of a Climate Security Mechanism 

can be considered to be a first step towards a more comprehensive response to 

climate-related security risks. The Mechanism is located in the Department of 

Political Affairs (DPA) with staff allocated to it by the UN Development Program and 

the UN Environment Program as well as by the DPA. Its task is to provide integrated 

climate risk assessments to the UNSC and other UN bodies. 

Third, an independent Expert Working Group on Climate-related Security Risks was 

established with support from Sweden. It has provided assessments of climate-

related security risks and risk management strategies to the UNSC. Germany has 

reconvened a similar group and announced its ambition to build on the efforts 

made by Italy, Netherlands and Sweden in 2017 and 2018. Other UNSC members, 

including Belgium and the Dominican Republic, have also embraced the agenda. 

 


