13th Lecture                                            Practical Invertebrates Lectures


2. Class: Oligochaeta (have few setae): Example:

Genus: Lumbricus terrestris (Earth worm); Characteristics:
1. They live on earth and in freshwater. They feed on soil containing organic matter.
2. Body is cylindrical with 100 segments, large coelom, few setae on body, but no parapodia. Head is not distinct and does not bear appendages, like, tentacles.
3. Respiratory is via body surface.
4. Reproduction is sexual or asexual. They are hermaphroditic worms. Sexually, they reproduce by Copulation in which cross-fertilization takes place. Eggs are fertilized and laid in cocoon. Asexually, they reproduce by regeneration and grafting.
5. Lifecycle includes direct growth. Trochophore larva is not found in the lifecycle.
Egg ( Small worm like parents ( Adult.
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3. Class: Hirudinea (Leeches): Example: 
Genus: Hirudo medicinalis; Characteristics:
1. They are ectoparasites live on animals, like, sheep, fish, Man etc. They feed on blood.
2. Body is short, dorsoventrally flattened with 32 body segments, small coelom, but setae, septa and parapodia are not found. Attaching organs are found, two suckers; an oral sucker and a posterior sucker.
3. Respiratory is via body surface.

4. Reproduction is sexual. They are hermaphroditic worms; they reproduce by Copulation in which cross-fertilization takes place. Eggs are fertilized and laid in cocoon.
5. Lifecycle includes direct growth. Trochophore larva is not found in the lifecycle.

Egg ( Small worm like parents ( Adult.
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Digestive and other systems of Hirudo medicinalis





Digestive and other systems of Lumbricus terrestris
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