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                 Container Gardening                  Lecture 6 

Container gardening is one of the most popular gardening trends today. Mixed plantings in 

large containers create focal points by combining decorative containers, dramatic plant 

forms and colorful flowers and foliage at entrances and on decks and patios. In addition, the 

container itself can be very decorative and provide architectural interest. 
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Container types 
1) Plant pot (clay) 

•Classic choice because it is great for plant root growth: provides good air or oxygen 

exchange. 

•Heavy 

•Dries out quickly 

•Develops mold, salts etching 

  

2) Plastic & Fiberglass 
•Lightweight, maybe too lightweight 

•Hold moisture longer, maybe too long 

•No staining  

•Colorful, can be decorative and attractive 
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3) Wood 

•Minimum temperature fluctuation: good insulators 

•Needs replacing eventually, can last many years 

•Informal, natural appearance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Glazed ceramic 
•Beautiful 

•Non-porous and can be too airtight for root growth 

•May clash with plants flowers and foliage 

 

 

5) Metal 
•Little insulation: can be very hot or very cold, less of a problem in large containers 
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•Can be very attractive 

 

6) Stone 

•Heavy in weight and cost 

•Harder to find 

•Moss grows on containers 

•Drainage may be a problem.  
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Container plants need fertilizer. You can use a slow release fertilizer in the 

soil mix and weekly liquid fertilizer applications for actively growing flowering  

annuals in containers.  
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Watering: very important  
Irrigation is absolutely critical. The limited volume of potting soil in a container limits the 

amount of moisture that plants can obtain. Rainfall can help supply moisture if the container 

is not under a roof or tree. However, hot or dry weather can quickly deplete soil moisture. 

Water frequently to replenish soil moisture, usually at least three times a week. If hand-

watering, use a hose-breaker or watering can that applies water in slow treams so as not to 

disturb potting soil or shallow roots. Watering in early morning keeps plants perky all day. 

Remember that plant water requirements will change with season, rainfall, stage of growth, 

and plant size. 

 

 

 

 


