Scientific Presentations
Scientific Presentations are written and oral discourses (speeches) of the achievements of scientists and professionals.

This comprised information is based on the following items in a certain field and directed towards a specific group of people:
1- Experiences

2- Observations
3- Interpretations
A- Presentation style and format

Style refers to:

1- Syntax-language

2- Punctuation

3- Capitalization

4- Spelling

5- Abbreviations

6- Acronyms

7- Foreign terms 
8- Other grammatical essentials
Format means arrangement of elements on a page that includes:

1- Font type

2- Font size

3- Margins

4- Line spacing

5- Position of headings
6- Arrangement of footnotes
B- Types of scientific presentations
Some forms of scientific presentations are as under:

1- Class assignment

This task is given by a teacher to under-or post-graduate students during a specific technical course. There is no specific format for the presentation of class assignment.

2- Special problem or Case study

This is particularly meant for the post-graduate students. The topic for special problem is either selected by the students in accordance with their interests or is allotted by the supervisor. It is just like a scientific report. The topic selected is related to the research or that has significance to academic or research career of the student. There is no specific format.
3- Academic essay

It is composed from introduction, body and conclusion. It could be written for academicians or public. There is no specific format.

4- Synopsis or Protocol or Proposal
It is basically a plan of work submitted to higher authorities seeking permission for doing basic or applied research on a proposed topic. In most universities and institutions of higher learning, research on a particular topic is an essential element for the award of postgraduate degree (M.Sc., M.Phil or Ph.D). 

Synopsis has a definite format. It includes title, introduction (importance of the study), a brief review of literature (main objectives of the research), methodology and references.

5- Thesis (M.Sc)

6- Dissertation (Ph.D)

7- Research Grant Proposals

It is basically a synopsis to be submitted to a donor agency for the grant of funds for conducting research on a certain topic. Each donor agency has a specific format for submission of research proposals.
8- Popular and Extension Articles (continuing education articles)
They are scientific articles written in a form and language that is well familiar and understandable by the people interested in the subject.

These are often published in daily and weekly newspapers and magazines.
9- Internship Report

This is usually accomplished during or after the final year of study. The students get acquainted to the practical life in the research institutes, industries, farms or hospitals.

10- Seminar (oral presentation)

11- Original Research Article

It is an original manuscript submitted to a peer-reviewed journal for publishing. The study has been done by the researcher or his co-workers. The writer (s) should follow the instructions (format and style) of the journal.

12- Short Communication 
It is similar to the research article but briefer.

13- A letter for editor-in-chief

It is an open letter written by a researcher to the editorial board of a journal. It will be published.
14- Review Article

“Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you will land among the stars”

                                                                                                                          Less Brown

Review articles or literature reviews are an attempt by one or more writers to sum up (summarize and collect) the current state of the research on a particular topic. Ideally, the writer searches for everything relevant to the topic.
Research articles, sometimes referred to as empirical or primary sources, report on original research. ... Review articles, sometimes called literature reviews or secondary sources, synthesize or analyze research already conducted in primary sources. They generally summarize the current state of research on a given topic.
Review articles will teach you about:
1- The main people working in the field.

2- Recent major advances and discoveries.

3- Significant gaps in the research.

4- Current debates (discussions, arguments or justifications).

5- Ideas and concepts of where research might be next.

((Briefly, you create a link between what has been done? What is being done? What will/should be done in the future?). 

( Usually, the review article is related to find logic solutions for some problems or dilemmas in basic and applied sciences.
(Review articles are virtual gold mines if you want to find out the key articles are for a given topic.
(Unlike research articles, review articles are good places to get a basic idea about a topic.
Cardinal Rules
1- How to choose which topic to review?

A- Interesting to you

B- An important aspect of the field

C- A well-defined issue (more published)

D- Select a target audience

Ideas for potential reviews may come from papers providing lists of key research questions to be answered 
2- Search the literature

A conceptual diagram of the need for different types of literature reviews depending on the amount of published research papers and literature reviews.
A- Discussing in your review the approaches, limitations, and conclusions of past reviews,

B- Trying to find a new angle that has not been covered adequately in the previous reviews, and

C- Incorporating new material that has inevitably accumulated since their appearance.

3- Take notes while reading

While reading, start writing down interesting pieces of information, insights about how to organize the review, and thoughts on what to write. This way, by the time you have read the literature you selected, you will already have a rough draft of the review.

Of course, this draft will still need much rewriting, restructuring, and rethinking to obtain a text with a coherent argument
4- Choose the type of review you wish to write

A- Mini-Review
Some journals are now favoring the publication of rather short reviews focusing on the last few years, with a limit on the number of words and citations.
B- Full Review

A full review will have the advantage of more freedom to cover in detail the complexities of a particular scientific development.

5- Keep the review focused

While focus is an important feature of a successful review, this requirement has to be balanced with the need to make the review relevant to a broad audience.
6- Be critical

Reviewing the literature is not stamp collecting. A good review does not just summarize the literature, but discusses it critically, identifies methodological problems, and points out research gaps. After having read a review of the literature, a reader should have a rough idea of:

i. the major achievements in the reviewed field,

ii. the main areas of debate, and

iii. the outstanding research questions.
7- Find a logical structure
Like a well-baked cake, a good review has a number of telling features: it is worth the reader's time, suitable, systematic, well written, focused, and critical. It also needs a good structure. With reviews, the usual subdivision of research papers into introduction, methods, results, and discussion does not work or is rarely used.

8- Make use of feedback
Reviews of the literature are normally peer-reviewed in the same way as research papers. As a rule, incorporating feedback from reviewers greatly helps improve a review draft. 
Feedback is vital to writing a good review, and should be sought from a variety of colleagues, so as to obtain a diversity of views on the draft.
9- Include your own relevant research, but be objective
In many cases, reviewers of the literature will have published studies relevant to the review they are writing. This could create a conflict of interest: how can reviewers report objectively on their own work? Some scientists may be overly enthusiastic about what they have published, and thus risk giving too much importance to their own findings in the review. However, bias could also occur in the other direction.

10- Be up-to-date, but do not forget older studies

The progressive acceleration in the publication of scientific papers, today's reviews of the literature need awareness not just of the overall direction and achievements of a field of inquiry, but also of the latest studies, so as not to become out-of-date before they have been published. Ideally, a literature review should not identify as a major research gap an issue that has just been addressed in a series of papers in press.
Composing an academic essay

A- Your essay should include: 

1- Introduction

2- Body

3- Conclusion

4- You can finalize your essay with brief recommendations.

B- You are requested to follow the undermentioned items:

1- The style of essay writing up is similar to telling a story.

2- Just focus on the cardinal objective of your topic.

3- Highlight the significant concept of your topic.

4- Attempt to use vocabularies or words that tie your statements in an apposite (appropriate) and attractive way.

5- Don’t repeat the same sentence more than one time.

6- Avoid parenthesis because it weakens your composition. 

7- Keep in your mind “what do you want to address?”

8- Make the readers of your essay as peer reviewers.

9- Try to engage others to your topic.

10- Never use “I” in an essay.

C- The following vocabularies or words are mostly used for writing an academic essay:

In the light of

On the other hand…..conversely 

It is noteworthy to mention

It is worth mentioning 

It should be mentioned that

It could be concluded

In this regard,  …..  In this respect,  ……  In this connection

By virtue of

Moreover….. Additionally…..In addition to…. Furthermore

However….. Although…. In spite of …   Nevertheless

Unfortunately… unluckily 

Certainly…. Surely….undoubtedly… No body is in doubt that

Regardless

Basically

Generally….. Usually…… 

Obviously…… Apparently

Actually, …. In fact

In turn

Having said

Also, as well, too

Respectively 

Finally….. Ultimately….. Eventually…… In the end 

Note: You can support your topic with other connection phrases or idioms.
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Seminar presentation

Definition
Your seminar should tell a scientific story in a way that everyone present can understand and go home with some lesson learned. Purpose of Seminar: A presentation concentrates on teaching something to the audience. A good presentation means that the audience understood the message.
How can you make a good presentation even more effective?
1- Show your Passion and Connect with your Audience. ...

2- Focus on your Audience's Needs. ...

3- Keep it Simple: Concentrate on your Core Message. ...

4- Smile and Make Eye Contact with your Audience. ...

5- Start Strongly. ...

Steps in Preparing a Presentation
Step 1: Analyze your audience
The first step in preparing a presentation is to learn more about the audience to whom you'll be speaking.
Step 2: Select a topic
Next, if possible select a topic that is of interest to the audience and to you. It will be much easier to deliver a presentation that the audience finds relevant, and more enjoyable to research a topic that is of interest to you.
Step 3: Define the objective of the presentation
Once you have selected a topic, write the objective of the presentation in a single concise statement. The objective needs to specify exactly what you want your audience to learn from your presentation. Base the objective and the level of the content on the amount of time you have for the presentation and the background knowledge of the audience. Use this statement to help keep you focused as you research and develop the presentation.
Step 4: Prepare the body of the presentation
After defining the objective of your presentation, determine how much information you can present in the amount of time allowed. The body of the presentation is where you present your ideas. To present your ideas convincingly, you will need to illustrate and support them. Strategies to help you do this include the following:

· Present data and facts

· Read quotes (citation) from experts

· Relate personal experiences

· Provide vivid (clear and bright) descriptions

And remember, as you plan the body of your presentation it's important to provide variety. Listeners may quickly become bored by lots of facts or they may tire of hearing story after story.

Step 5: Prepare the introduction and conclusion

Once you've prepared the body of the presentation, decide how you will begin and end the talk. Make sure the introduction captures the attention of your audience and the conclusion summarizes and reiterates (repeat) your important points. In other words, "Tell them what you're going to tell them. Tell them. Then, tell them what you told them." 

Step 6: Practice delivering the presentation

Most people spend hours preparing a presentation but very little time practicing it. When you practice your presentation, you can reduce the number of times you utter (say) words and phrases like, "um," "well," and "you know." These habits can easily diminish a speaker's credibility.
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An Academic Essay Sample

Academic Year 2016-2017

Title: Environmental Pollution in Kurdistan Region

Pollution is contamination of our atmosphere through introduction of pollutants which usually cause unfavourable and harm changes. The sources of pollution can be chemicals, energy (heat, noise or light) and foreign substances. Nowadays, most countries of the world particularly under-developed nations are suffering from environmental pollution due to unavailability of policies, schemes and strategies to mitigate the effect of contaminants.

Undoubtedly, since last century, the level of pollution has been elevated owing to some anti-natural activities of humanbeing and on the other hand, the rapid increase of population is strongly participating in this dilemma. The common forms of pollution on our planet include air pollution by releasing of chemical gases into atmosphere such as carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides produced by industry and motor vehicles. Moreover, noise pollution embracing roadway noise, aircraft noise and industrial noise is pollutants as well. It is noteworthy to mention that the major contaminants in this era is radioactive contamination through nuclear power generation and nuclear power research in addition to thermal pollution which conduces to a temperature change in natural water bodies caused by human influence.

Additionally, soil contamination also occurs when chemical materials are released by spill or underground leakage. The most soil contaminants are hydrocarbons, heavy metals, herbicides, pesticides and chlorinated hydrocarbons. Nevertheless, the list of pollutants is very long, but we should not forget other forms such as water pollution, plastic pollution, and indiscriminate use of antibiotics in animal industry…..etc.

Regarding our region, the main sources could be vehicle gases, factories, oil refineries, plastic bottles, , noises, haphazard use of medicines in dairy livestock and poultry farms, plastic bags, water pollution, indiscriminate employment of herbicides and pesticides in agriculture and others. 

In accordance to the aforementioned facts, it has been concluded that there are no policies or strategies to minimize the impact of environmental pollutants in our region and there is no seriousness in this regard. Ultimately, this condition will lead to spread of some serious diseases such as pulmonary cancer.   
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