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                                        Abstract 

The notion that the main objective of EFL teaching is to help students to 

communicate fluently in the target language cause many teachers still believe 

that an EFL class should focus on mastering linguistic elements only. However, 

recent trend in EFL teaching indicates the necessity of integrating literature 

because of its rich potential to provide an authentic model of language use. 

Among literary genres, short stories seem to be the most suitable choice for this 

due to its potential to help students enhance the four skills—listening, speaking, 

reading and writing—more effectively because of the motivational benefit 

embedded in the stories. The purpose of this article is to familiarize EFL 

instructors with the effectiveness of using short stories in EFL instruction. After 

presenting criteria for selecting a short story, discussion is focused also to know 

about different cultures, on how to exploit a short story for enhancing students‟ 

language skills. 
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Section one: Introduction 

1.1. Introduction  

Teaching story in the language classroom has various valuable advantages to 

the EFL learners in relation to language, self-motivation, critical thinking and 

culture. Also, teaching literature can be encouraging enjoyable and interesting 

to EFL learners. Learners, therefore, become more creative  tolerant to other 

culture an d this lead to their personal and intellectual round ability, and open- 

mindedness. The world of short story affect EFL learners, also make students to 

think about real life  . " encourage reflection on some of the issues and debates 

involved in using literature in the language classroom. Why do we use short 

stories?    Thanks to the advantages of the short story, this literary genre can be 

harnessed for the purposes of teaching English. Teaching English in countries 

that use English as a second language has begun to turn towards the use of 

literature, especially the short story, in the educational process. Therefore it is 

important to learn English(Singh, 2017). As Lazar (1993) believes that exposing 

learners to literature provides them with memorable syntactical or lexical items. 

This quantitative and qualitative paper aims to shed light on EFL learners 

attitudes toward using short stories in EFL classroom.  
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1.2. The Amis of this research paper  

  This study aims to:  

1. Finding out if short stories enhance learners‟ language skills, such as reading, 

writing speaking, and listening personal reflection and facilitate their cultural 

tolerance to learn English as a Foreign Language by short stories. 

1.3. Research Question 

What is the general attitude of learners towards short stories and what are 

the differences in the attitudes of teachers to use short stories towards 

motivation and language skills, reading, or writing, speaking, listening and 

facilitate their culture by short stories to learn English as a foreign language? 

 

1.4. Significant of the research  

Teachers who advocate the use of short stories to teach EFL list for 

several benefits of short stories. These include motivational, literary, cultural 

and for another researchers and higher-order thinking benefits.  Before 

instructors look at these benefits in more details, they need to be reminded of 

one benefit that all instructors should take advantage of, reinforcement of skills. 

Using stories allows teachers to introduce new vocabulary by exposing students 

to the language in different contexts, thereby enriching their thinking skills and 

introducing them to the productive skills to motivate leaders‟ language learning, 

speaking, listening, writing in EFL classes. 

1.5. The Statement of the Problem 

Statement of the Problem:   

Motivating EFL students to develop in the target language is very 

complex. In many cases this students have difficulties in learning English. 

Personal reflection and cultural understanding . Unfortunately, little attention is 

given to short stories in the in EFL classroom. In the light of the researchers‟ 

observations and experience in the language instructors use short stories in their   

teaching practices. Some teachers decline teaching short stories because they 

believe that short stories may include linguistic difficulty or cultural complexity 

or both for learnas to learn language skills . This research aims to demonstrate 

that short stories have the potential of enriching students‟ language skills, 
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enhancing their motivation, and  increasing their cultural sensitivity and 

language skills, reading, or writing, speaking, listening and awareness. 

Furthermore, through using short stories, students are exposed to opportunities 

that enable them to express their thoughts and feelings, thus developing their 

personal reflection . The researchers aim is to examine students‟ attitude 

towards using short stories and to explore with them how using short stories can 

achieve the above mentioned points for that reason using short stories may 

include linguistic difficulty or cultural complexity or both. 
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Section Two: Literature Review 

 

2.1. Types of Story and Teacher?  

According to Trong Tuan (2012), teachers and their teaching methods also 

affect students‟ motivation. Students‟ interest at school and want for learning 

are suffering from such factors as teachers, instructors, school circumstances, 

and their friends in classroom. But compared, teachers are seen to be the 

foremost important factor because of the very fact that they need important role 

within the students‟ learning. Teachers‟ feedback influences students‟ learning 

motivation once they realize that s/he follows their individual development.  

Short stories should be chosen carefully by the teachers/instructors considering 

the problems of overcrowded classes, limited time and interests of students, 

teachers are imagined to play the foremost important role within the selection 

process so as to avoid „frustrating reading‟ (Schulz, 1981, p. 44). Firstly, brief 

stories selected for ELT/EFL lessons. They should be at a suitable length for 

course hours. If it's one plot, an easy setting and a few characters will be easier 

for students to read and grasp the main idea. The readability of the texts should 

be the most concern of teachers. Secondly, the story should reflect interests, age 

and tastes of students of various levels. World stories or stories including 

current issues will both provide cultural information and attract the learners‟ 

attention easily. With the correct selection, students can have the possibility of 

developing an insight for the country and that they can easily interpret social 

and cultural background of a particular society presented within the stories. 

Using stories in EFL classes has some distinctive advantages compared to the 

opposite literary genres like poetries, dramas and novels. Particularly, it's 

difficult to understand the figurative language of poetry for the students who 

don't seem to be very fascinated by it. It's not always possible to act out the texts 

of plays read within the classroom and it requires too very long time to read out 

and discuss the entire novel in a very class for 3 hours every week. Different 

from the opposite genres, the shortness and succinctness are a requirement for a 

brief story since Edgar Allen Poe, one in every of the foremost important 

American story theorists, defined the story as: “the prose tale” as a narrative 

which might be read at one sitting of from half an hour to 2 hours, and is 




