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The Jews in liwa Erbil 1921-1952

Nahro Ismaeel Muhammad  Sherwan Abdullrahman Muhammad
Department of History — College of Arts / Salahaddin University-Erbil

Abstract
The history of the Jews in the region of Kurdistan begins after the Assyrians' campaigns against the Jews
country. The Jews settled in the villages and cities of Kurdistan. They had a dominant role in the economic
activity. Also, the Jews adapted to the Kurdish society because of their interests in which no one differentiated
between a Jew and a Kurd.

It can be noticed that some of the Orientalists believe that the Jews in the areas of Erbil faced oppression. But
the Jews could work freely in diverse businesses and they improved their life conditions in the areas of Erbil
rather than other part of the world. The Jews attempted to be close to the Kurds and the authoritarian members
by offering them money and gifts to protect their personal interests.

Though the Jews, who lived in Kurdistan did not feel strange in Kurdistan because they concerned Kurdistan
as their ancestral land. But the encouragement of the Zionist organizations, their policy of deportation and the
expulsion by the Iragi government forced the Jews to migrate to Palestine until 1951.

Keyword: Kurds, Erbil, business, villages.
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