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The course:

This course prepares students to study wholly or partly in English medium at tertiary level, or to join the world of academic English, on the Internet and in print.
The themes:

This course comprises five themes, covering a wide range of areas of human knowledge.

Theme 1: Education

Theme 2: Psychology and sociology

Theme 3: Work and business

Theme 4: Science and nature

Theme 5: The physical world
The sections:

Within each theme there are four main sections, each dealing with a discrete skill: listening, speaking, reading or writing. A number of related topics is explored within each theme. For example, in Theme 1 the following areas are explored:

Listening: welcome talks for students starting at an English-medium university

Speaking: systems of education and qualities of good teachers

Reading: living and working at university

Writing: completing an application form and writing a Personal Statement

The focus in each section is on one specific skill. The Methodology notes in the lessons stress the discrete skills focus and caution against spending too much time on, for example, speaking in a listening section. This is not because the writers dislike integrated skills. Indeed, each theme ends with a section called Portfolio, which provides detailed guidance on integrated skills activities following the completion of a particular theme. The insistence on the target skill is because the writers believe that both the teacher and the students should focus on improvement in a specific skill in a particular lesson, rather than moving constantly between different skills. However, the key word here is focus. More than one skill will, of course, be involved in any particular lesson. For example, in listening lessons there is almost always a speaking output, and in writing lessons there is almost always a reading input.
The commonality of theme across the four skill sections means that, by the end of a theme, students have a much deeper knowledge of both the information and vocabulary that it comprises, than is normally achieved in ELT course books.
The lessons:

Each skill section contains five lessons, and each lesson has a clear focus and purpose.
Aims:

In this course, students learn to understand the main types of academic spoken language, lectures and tutorials, and the main types of academic written language, journal articles and encyclopedia entries. They also learn to produce the main kinds of student academic language, oral presentations, contributions to a tutorial and written assignments.

Assessment

Works which will be assessed are presentations, projects, writing tasks of the book, listening, dictation, pronunciation, vocabulary, reading, and general questions: information and grammar.

	Distribution of marks

	Yearly effort
	10 marks for at least 5 quizzes

	
	10 marks for listening and dictation

	
	20 marks for assignments (presentation, projects, writing, tasks of the book)

	Final (central) exam
	20 marks for final oral exam (pronunciation, vocabulary, reading, general questions)

	
	40 marks for final written exam (all material in the book)


Week-by week programme for lectures

	lesson
	Topic
	Sub-theme
	Skill
	Classroom Lesson

	1
	Education
	Fresher's week
	Listening
	1.1

	2
	
	Fresher's week
	
	1.2

	3
	
	Fresher's week
	
	1.3

	4
	
	Fresher's week
	
	1.4

	5
	
	Fresher's week
	
	1.5

	6
	
	Systems of Education
	Speaking
	1.6

	7
	
	Systems of Education
	
	1.7

	8
	
	Systems of Education
	
	1.8

	9
	
	Systems of Education
	
	1.9

	10
	
	Systems of Education
	
	1.10

	11
	
	Living & working at university
	Reading
	1.11

	12
	
	Living & working at university
	
	1.12

	13
	
	Living & working at university
	
	1.13

	14
	
	Living & working at university
	
	1.14

	15
	
	Living & working at university
	
	1.15

	16
	
	A personal statement
	Writing
	1.16

	17
	
	A personal statement
	
	1.17

	18
	
	A personal statement
	
	1.18

	19
	
	A personal statement
	
	1.19

	20
	
	A personal statement
	
	1.20

	21
	 
	Portfolio theme 1
	Integrated
	Portfolio theme 1

	22
	Psychology and Sociology
	Concepts
	Listening
	2.1

	23
	
	Concepts
	
	2.2

	24
	
	Concepts
	
	2.3

	25
	
	Concepts
	
	2.5

	26
	
	human behaviour
	Speaking
	2.6

	27
	
	human behaviour
	
	2.7

	28
	
	human behaviour
	
	2.8

	29
	
	human behaviour
	
	2.10

	30
	
	personality and behaviour
	Reading
	2.11

	31
	
	personality and behaviour
	
	2.12

	32
	
	personality and behaviour
	
	2.13

	33
	
	personality and behaviour
	
	2.15

	34
	
	
	
	2.16

	35
	
	extroverts and introverts
	Writing
	2.17

	36
	
	extroverts and introverts
	
	2.18

	37
	
	extroverts and introverts
	
	2.20

	38
	 
	Portfolio theme 2
	Integrated
	Portfolio theme 2

	39
	Work and business
	how to be a good employee
	Listening
	3.1

	40
	
	how to be a good employee
	
	3.2

	41
	
	how to be a good employee
	
	3.3

	42
	
	how to be a good employee
	
	3.5

	43
	
	summer jobs
	Speaking
	3.6

	44
	
	summer jobs
	
	3.7

	45
	
	summer jobs
	
	3.8

	46
	
	summer jobs
	
	3.10

	47
	
	choosing a career
	Reading
	3.11

	48
	
	choosing a career
	
	3.12

	49
	
	choosing a career
	
	3.13

	50
	
	choosing a career
	
	3.15

	51
	
	the interview process
	Writing
	3.16

	52
	
	the interview process
	
	3.17

	53
	
	the interview process
	
	3.18

	54
	
	the interview process
	
	3.20

	55
	
	Portfolio theme 3
	Integrated
	Portfolio theme 3

	56
	Science and Nature
	the scientific method
	Listening
	4.1

	57
	
	the scientific method
	 
	4.2

	58
	
	the scientific method
	 
	4.3

	59
	
	the scientific method
	 
	4.5

	60
	
	diagrams and explanations
	Speaking
	4.6

	61
	
	diagrams and explanations
	 
	4.7

	62
	
	diagrams and explanations
	 
	4.8

	63
	
	diagrams and explanations
	 
	4.10

	64
	
	temperature and time
	Reading
	4.11

	65
	
	temperature and time
	 
	4.12

	66
	
	temperature and time
	 
	4.13

	67
	
	temperature and time
	 
	4.15

	68
	
	a laboratory report
	Writing
	4.16

	69
	
	a laboratory report
	 
	4.17

	70
	
	a laboratory report
	 
	4.18

	71
	
	a laboratory report
	 
	4.20

	72
	 
	Portfolio theme 4
	Integrated
	Portfolio theme 4

	73
	The Physical World
	geographical location
	Listening
	5.1

	74
	
	geographical location
	
	5.2

	75
	
	geographical location
	
	5.3

	76
	
	geographical location
	
	5.5

	77
	
	location and physical features
	Speaking
	5.6

	78
	
	location and physical features
	
	5.7

	79
	
	location and physical features
	
	5.8

	80
	
	location and physical features
	
	5.10

	81
	
	encyclopedia research
	Reading
	5.11

	82
	
	encyclopedia research
	
	5.12

	83
	
	encyclopedia research
	
	5.13

	84
	
	encyclopedia research
	
	5.15

	85
	
	advantages and disadvantages
	Writing
	5.16

	86
	
	advantages and disadvantages
	
	5.17

	87
	
	advantages and disadvantages
	
	5.18

	88
	
	advantages and disadvantages
	
	5.20

	89
	 
	Portfolio theme 5
	Integrated
	Portfolio theme 5


1

