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PARAGRAPH 

STRUCTURE  
4TH LECTURE 

 
(PARTS OF A PARAGRAPH) 

 

The Topic Sentence  

 Supporting Sentences  

      The Concluding Sentence  
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- A group of sentences 
 
- Paragraphs form the building blocks 

of an essay.  
 

- Introducing one main idea and 
provide supporting evidence that 
elaborates the main idea  

Paragraphs? 

1. The Topic Sentence 

It is called the topic sentence because 
it states the topic or the subject of the 
paragraph  
 

In academic essays, a paragraph 
should introduce one main idea and 
provide supporting evidence that 
elaborates the main idea.  
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A topic gives the answer to the 
question “What is the paragraph 
about?”  
 
For example, Biochemistry, Physiology and Anatomy 
are all examples of the topic Medical subjects.  

1. The topic sentence is usually the first 
sentence of a paragraph. 
  
2. It contains the main idea.  
 
3. A topic sentence must be a complete 
sentence: a statement of intent, opinion 
or a mixture of both.  

Characteristics of Topic Sentence 
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4. It should be neither too broad (Football is 
very popular in the world) nor too narrow 
(Gold is very valuable).  
 
5. The topic sentence consists of two parts:  
the subject (what the paragraph is about) and 
the controlling idea (what the paragraph is 
going to say about the topic / the writer’s 
attitude or idea about the topic).  
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2. Supporting Sentences  

- The supporting sentences in a paragraph 
explain or develop the topic sentence.  

- The supporting part can be narratives, 
details, facts, examples, explanations or 
statistics.  

- All of the supporting sentences relate to 
the main idea stated in the topic sentence.  

3. The Concluding Sentence  

 
- The conclusion of a paragraph signals the end of the 
paragraph;  

- It summarizes the main points of the paragraph. 

 

- It shows the most important ideas to think about. 

 

- A concluding sentence is not absolutely necessary, but it 
is very helpful to the reader remember the main points.   
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Example  


