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General comments

The care departments are each assigned to a specialist 
discipline and subdivided into care groups.

To maintain an adequate level of supervision each 
care area should contain no more than (16-24(

beds.

For economical use of staff, two workstations are 
often placed together and connected to

a large central nurses' service area (caring for 
about30-34patients.(
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General comments
Nursing areas should be distinguished:-

Normal nursing area.

Intensive care area.

Special care area.

There are fewer beds per care group in the intensive care 
and special care areas (6-12beds, depending on the 

size of the hospital.(

These rooms should be larger than normal care rooms 
because more instruments and equipment need to be 

accommodated.
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The smallest size for a one-bed room is10m2; for a two-
and three-bed room, a minimum of8m2per bed 

should be allowed.

The room must be wide enough for a second bed to be 
wheeled out of the room without disturbing the first 

bed.

Next to each bed must be a night table and, where 
appropriate, towards the window there should be a 

table (900x900mm) with chairs (one chair per 
patient.(
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Around the walls there should be a strip made of 
plastic or wood (at least400-700mm above floor

level) to protect the wall from damage caused by 
the movement of beds. The room doors must be 

1260x2130mm in size.

Attention must be paid to the heights of the wash-
basin and the WC: the wash-basin needs to be 

roughly860mm from the floor to allow 
wheelchairs underneath and the WC for 

wheelchair users should have a seat height of 
about490mm .

Each station must also have additional WCs for
staff, visitors and wheelchair users.
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A Nightingale ward is a type of hospital ward, which contains one large room without 
subdivisions for patient occupancy.

Nightingale wards contain about24to34beds usually arranged along the sides of the 
ward.


