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Concept 
Concept in architecture means basically your approach or your 
goal or your vision for the project. If we go into detail, concept 
of project is what defines what will are aiming to achieve in a 
project and methods we use it to thus justifies our approach. 

As an architect 

we work on concept to 
a c h i e v e t h e b e s t 
possible for buildings

and our methods and 
techniques used are 
justified as ways to 
achieve our vision.



Four C’s of concept
Creativity
Requires creation of something that has not existed before or not 
existed in the designer’s mind before.

Requires decision on many variables and parameters.
Complexity

Requires making choices between many possible solutions at 
all levels, from basic concepts to smallest detail of shapes.

Choice

Requires balancing multiple and sometimes conflicting 
requirements.

Compromise



         Architectural concepts generated from:

Site (Site Analysis) 
Functional Requirements

Movement

Location
Culture | Society 

Technology | Material Method

Memory



What is a sport center? 

• It is a place where people take part in sports. Council 
facilities including swimming pools, sports centers and 
outdoor sports facilities.  

•It is a purpose built building or site, where people go to 
keep fit or relax through using the facilities.



Universiade 2011 Sports Center 

Gerkan Marg and Partners (gmp)
Shenzhen , China

An artificial lake connects the stadium with the circular multifunctional hall 
in the north and the rectangular swimming hall west thereof. 

The central sports plaza is accessed via a raised promenade from the 
individual stadia. 



Universiade 2011 Sports Center 

Gerkan Marg and Partners (gmp)
Shenzhen , China

The overall complex is laid out as an extensive landscaped 
park with typical elements of a traditional Chinese garden. 

Watercourses and plants symbolize movement and 
development, while crystalline structures in the form of stones 
and rocks represent continuity and stability. The dialogue 
between the fluid landscape shapes and the expressive 
architecture of the stadia constitutes the conceptual 
framework of the design. 

The crystalline shape of the three stadia is additionally 
emphasized by the illumination of the facades at night.  



Universiade 2011 Sports Center 

Gerkan Marg and Partners (gmp)
Shenzhen , China



Zamet center 

3LHD Architects
Rijeka , Croatia.

The primary characteristic of the design of Zamet 
Centre is the integration of a big work project into the 
urban structure of this part of the town of Rijeka.

The joint conceptual and design element of the handball 
hall and the Zamet Centre are ‘ribbons’ stretching in a 
north-south direction, simultaneously functioning as an 
architectural design element of the objects and as a 
zoning element which forms a public square and a link 
between the north – park-school and the south – the 
street. 


