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It is present in nearly all countries where corn is grown  

Infection: 

The plant may be infected at any time in the early  

stages of its development. 

more common on the ears 

Dispersal: 

The smut spores are blown long distances by the wind. 

 

Environmental conditions: 

• Hot dry seasons are favorable for the growth of the fungus.  

• High temperature usually is favorable for the germination of the 

spores.  

• The spores, however, must have water collected in the leaf 

blades, and other parts of the corn to permit the required amount 

of growth for penetrating the tissue.  

 

Management: 

• Use resistant varieties. 

• Avoid injury of roots, stalks, and leaves during cultivation.  

• Deep plow diseased corn stalks to bury surviving spores. 

• Apply fungicides 

• Application of insecticides when insect populations are high. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life cycle of Bipolaris maydis 

 

Management: 

• Resistant cultivars. 

• Foliar fungicides   

• Plow under infected residue  
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