Salahaddin University / College of Languages-English Department
Ph.D. Programme / Course Description for Advanced Syntax
Course Duration:  14 weeks

Lecturer: Asst. Prof.   Wirya  A. Ameen  (Ph.D.)
Course Description and Distribution:
    This course is mainly intended to upgrade the students’ knowledge of, and familiarity with, issues in contemporary Grammar. It aims at augmenting their competence in relation to their knowledge about grammar, Syntax, and the various models subsumed under this discipline. The course is designed in a way convenient to the level of Ph.D. students and their background of the field. 

Expected Outcomes:
    By the end of the course, students are expected to have a comprehensive insight about English grammar, Syntax, and the miscellaneous approaches that have so far been developed by grammarians They are supposed to be able to discriminate between different models of grammar, and the different perspectives on which they are based. They are expected to objectively answer questions such as: what is a grammatical model? what is the logic behind having different kinds of them? What is lexical functional grammar based on? …etc.
Course Pre-requisites:
      Students are required to have preliminary information and background about grammar, syntax, and other related disciplines; as well as the cognitive potential and thinking ability required for comprehending the concepts on which different grammatical theories are based…etc.
Main Sources:

       Brown, E. K. and Miller, J. E. (1980). Syntax: A linguistic Introduction to Sentence  

            Structure. London: Hutchinson. 
       Carnie, A. (2013). Syntax: A Generative Introduction. London: Wiley-Blackwell. 

       Robert D. Van Valin, JR.   (2004). Introduction to Syntax. 

            Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

       Blake, B. J.  (1994)     Case.   Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Supplementing Sources:

        Huddleston, R.  (1984). Introduction to the Grammar of English. 

             Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

        Carnie, A. (2011). Modern Syntax: A Course Book. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
               Press.  
         Matthews, P. H. (1981).  Syntax.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Assignment:
    The method of teaching adopted is student-centred. Each student is required to deliver a seminar about a specific topic already determined, and the rest of the students are also expected to have prepared themselves for conducting a team-work discussion about the same topic. Besides, students are also required to prepare a term paper by the end of the program.  
Methodology:

    The method of teaching to be adopted is a team-based method. Students are held responsible for reviewing the materials covered in the last lesson as well as showing familiarity with the major points to be handled in the present lesson. Each student is responsible for delivering a seminar about the topic he/ she is required to present.

Assessment:
   Students’ performance is evaluated and graded each term. The grading is distributed as follows:

1. 30% for delivering seminars
2. 30% for term exams
3. 40% for the final exam
Distribution of the Topics over the Weeks of the Year:
	November.
	A survey of Grammatical Theories
	Case as a Grammatical Category
	Case forms & Case Markers

	Filmore’s Case Grammar

	December.
	Grammatical Relations and Sematic Roles
	Neutralization of Semantic Roles…..
Actor-Undergoer Hierarchy
	Dependency Grammar and Dependency Relations 
	Uni-lateral , Bi-lateral, and Coordinate Dependencies

	January.
	The Two Facets of Syntactic Structure: Constituent and Relational Structures 
	Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic Relations
	Co-occurrence Restrictions and Selectional Restrictions 
	Syntactic and Semantic valence of Verbs in English

	February
	Grammatical Relations of Subject, Direct Object, and Indirect Object
	Processes and participants: Agent, Patient, and recipient Roles of Participants
	Theme – Rheme and the End-Focus
	Some Grammatical Theories and Concepts
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